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1. "And you shall command" 
This passage tells about the Shechinah, Zeir Anpin and the Nukva in the context of building the Tabernacle. In the title verse, Rabbi Shimon finds 
that "And you" is written to be inclusive of the Shechinah. Rabbi Yitzchak believes that the Upper Light, Zeir Anpin, and the Lower Light, the Nukva, 
are included in that phrase. He says that the sun, Zeir Anpin, dwelled in the moon, the Nukva, and they came together to dwell upon the work of the 
tabernacle. Rabbi Shimon talks about the Shechinah that is called 'heart' and the Nukva that is called 'heart', so that when the sun dwells in the 
moon everything is replete with everything. We are also told that the unity of the name "And you" includes male and female, and therefore all that 
are wise-hearted. Those who built the tabernacle were able to do so only after the Holy Spirit secretly whispered to them how it should be done, 
since the Holy Spirit is alluded to in the name "And you." Rabbi Shimon prays that the Supernal Light will not move away from the Lower Light, 
because when it does, light is not present in the world; it was because of this that the Temple was destroyed in the days of Jeremiah. And although 
the Temple was later rebuilt, the light did not return properly even then. The name Isaiah brings redemption and the return of the Supernal Light, and 
the final rebuilding of the Temple. Rabbi Shimon explains that vast significance of the two names Jeremiah and Isaiah, one meaning 'shall rise' and 
the other meaning 'salvation', and tells us that it is the combination of the letters in names that brings about action according to their meaning, both 
good and evil. The letters of the Holy Names cause supernal secrets to appear according to the meaning of the name, for the letters themselves 
cause holy, supernal secrets to appear in them.

1. "And you shall command the children of Yisrael..." (Shemot 
27:20), "And take you to you Aaron your brother..." (Shemot 28:1). 
Rabbi Chiya said: Why is this different than all other places? For it is 
written: "And take you to you"; "And you shall speak to all that are 
wise hearted" (Ibid. 3); "And you shall command the children of 
Yisrael"; "Take you also to you the best spices, of pure 
myrrh" (Shemot 30:23). IT IS NOT WRITTEN, AS IN ALL OTHER 
PLACES: 'AND OFFER', 'AND SPEAK', 'AND COMMAND', 'AND 
TAKE'. HE ANSWERS, but everything is done with a supernal secret, 
in order to include the Shechinah with Him. BECAUSE THE 
SHECHINAH IS CALLED 'YOU'; AND WHEN IT IS WRITTEN, "AND 
YOU," IT IS DONE TO INCLUDE THE SHECHINAH WITH HIM IN 
COMMANDING, SPEAKING, ETC.
 

 

2. Rabbi Yitzchak said: The Upper Light, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and 
the Lower Light, WHICH IS THE NUKVA, are included together IN, 
"AND YOU," BECAUSE "YOU" IS THE NAME OF THE NUKVA, AS 
MENTIONED BEFORE, AND THE EXTRA VAV (=AND) IS ZEIR ANPIN. 
As you say, "And You do preserve them all" (Nechemyah 9:6) THAT 
ALLUDES TO ZEIR ANPIN AND THE NUKVA. Therefore, it is not 
written: 'And take to you Aaron your brother'; 'And command the 
children of Yisrael'; 'And speak to all that are wise hearted,' because 
at that time the sun, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, dwelt in the moon, 
WHICH IS THE NUKVA, and they came together, NAMELY ZEIR 
ANPIN AND THE NUKVA, to dwell upon the craftsmanship of this 
work. THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN OF THEM, "AND YOU," WHICH 
DENOTES ZEIR ANPIN AND THE NUKVA. Rabbi Elazar said: From 
here, IT IS IMPLIED THAT THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, DWELT 
UPON THE CRAFT OF THE WORK OF THE TABERNACLE, AS 
WRITTEN: "In whom Hashem put wisdom and 
understanding" (Shemot 36:1).
 

 

3. Rabbi Shimon said: From this IT IS IMPLIED THAT ZEIR ANPIN 
AND THE NUKVA DWELT UPON THE CRAFT OF THE WORK OF THE 
TABERNACLE, AS IT IS WRITTEN: "And you shall speak to all that 
are wise hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of 
wisdom" (Shemot 28:3). 'Whom (sing.) I have filled' should have 
been IN PLURAL, IF IT REFERS TO THE WISE HEARTED. But, 
"whom I have filled," IS IN SINGULAR, REFERING TO that heart, THE 
SHECHINAH THAT IS CALLED 'HEART', AS IS WRITTEN: "And the 
spirit of Hashem shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisdom..." (Yeshayah 11:2). Therefore, it should SAY, "whom (sing.) 
I have filled with the spirit of wisdom," TO TEACH that the sun, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, dwells in the moon, WHICH IS THE NUKVA 
THAT IS CALLED 'HEART', replete with everything. Therefore, they 
are all recorded, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN AND THE NUKVA, throughout 
the texts OF THE WORK OF THE TABERNACLE, THAT IT IS 
WRITTEN OF THEM, "AND YOU," WHICH ALLUDES TO ZEIR ANPIN 
AND THE NUKVA. Rabbi Elazar said to him: If so, how are all these 
instances of "and you," explained in the course of the passages, IF 
WE EXPLAIN THAT THEY PERTAIN TO ZEIR ANPIN AND THE 
NUKVA?
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4. Rabbi Shimon said to him: They are all satisfactorily defined: "And 
take you to you," MEANS THAT HE SAID TO MOSES TO TAKE "AND 
YOU," WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN AND THE NUKVA, TO AARON - 
NAMELY, to properly unite in him and take to him the secret of the 
Holy Name, "AND YOU." SIMILARLY, "And you shall speak to all that 
are wise hearted," MEANS THAT HE SHOULD SPEAK AND BRING 
NEAR AND DECLARE THE UNITY OF THE NAME "AND YOU," 
WHICH IS MALE AND FEMALE, TO ALL THAT ARE WISE HEARTED. 
For they all came to do the work of the Tabernacle only after the Holy 
Spirit spoke to them and secretly whispered to them HOW TO DO IT. 
Only then did they do the work. IN THE SAME MANNER: "And you 
shall command the children of Yisrael," MEANING the Holy Spirit, 
WHICH IS ALLUDED TO IN THE NAME, "AND YOU" shall command 
the children of Yisrael and shine on them so they do the work with 
complete willingness. So we have established what, "(And) Take you 
also to you" (Shemot 30:23), MEANS. And so, "And take you to you," 
and all of these occurrnces OF "AND YOU," THAT ARE WRITTEN 
here are by the work of the Tabernacle. For it was all done by means 
OF THE NAME "AND YOU."
 

 

5. Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion, saying: "But (And) you, 
Hashem, be not far from me. O, my strength, haste You to help 
me" (Tehilim 22:20). In, "And You, Hashem," "YOU" IS THE NUKVA 
AND THE NAME YUD HEI VAV HEI (HASHEM) IS ZEIR ANPIN. He 
PRAYS that it all SHALL BECOME one, THAT THEY SHALL BE 
UNITED TOGETHER. "Be not far," MEANS He shall not distance 
Himself and leave him; that the Supernal Light, ZEIR ANPIN, shall 
not move away from the Lower Light, THE NUKVA, because when 
the Supernal Light moves away from the Lower Light, every light is 
darkened and is not present in the world. BECAUSE THE WORLD 
RECEIVES ONLY FROM MALCHUT, WHICH IS THE LOWER LIGHT, IF 
THE SUPERNAL LIGHT, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, DOES NOT 
ILLUMINATE IN HER, SHE HAS NOTHING TO SHINE TO THIS 
WORLD.
 

 

6. Because of this, the Temple was destroyed in the days of Jeremia, 
MEANING BECAUSE ZEIR ANPIN WAS REMOVED FROM MALCHUT. 
Although it was later rebuilt, NAMELY THE SECOND TEMPLE, 
nonetheless, the light did not properly return to its place. Therefore, 
the name of the prophet who predicted this is Jeremia, WHICH IS 
COMPOSED OF THE LETTERS YARUM (ENG. 'SHALL RISE') YUD 
HEI VAV, WHICH MEANS the rising of the Supernal Light high up 
FROM MALCHUT. And it did not again afterwards illuminate properly 
DURING THE SECOND TEMPLE. THE NAME Jeremia SIGNIFIES 
THAT THE SUPERNAL LIGHT was gone up FROM MALCHUT, and 
did not return to its place, the Temple was destroyed and the 
luminaries were darkened.
 

 

7. But the name Isaiah, WHICH IS COMPOSED OF THE LETTERS 
YESHA (ENG. 'SALVATION') YUD HEI VAV, brings redemption and 
the return of the Supernal Light to its place, TO MALCHUT, the 
rebuilding of the Temple, and ensures that every goodness and 
every light will return as before. Therefore, the names of these two 
prophets are in opposition to each other. FOR THE NAME OF ONE 
MEANS 'YUD HEI VAV WILL RISE' AND THE NAME OF THE OTHER 
IS THE OPPOSITE, 'YUD HEI VAV WILL SAVE'. The name causes, 
and the combination of the letters with each other brings about 
action, ACCORDING TO THEIR MEANING, both good and evil. And 
based on this secret is the combination of the letters of the Holy 
Names and also the letters on their own. They cause supernal 
secrets to appear according to the meaning of the name, for the 
letters themselves cause holy, supernal secrets to appear in them.
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2. The secret of the letters of the Holy Name 
In this section, Rabbi Shimon expounds upon the shapes of letters and vowels. He tells us that the Sfirot of Chochmah are called 'dots', 
corresponding to the vowels. The purpose of all permutations of the Holy Name Ayin-Bet is to reveal the wisdom in thought. Rabbi Shimon then 
talks at length about the Holy Name, and says that the entire secret of the Holy Name is based on the letter Yud, while the first Hei is the secret of 
the sanctuary. We learn that there are large letters above and small letters below. There are holy supernal letters above in Binah that are drawn only 
by a willing of the spirit and heart, without any speech at all. And there are lower Holy Names in Malchut that are drawn by speech, and by directing 
thought and will towards them. There are also other names below, of the Other Side. The Vav in Yud Hei Vav Hei is the secret of the form of man, and 
the last Hei is Malchut. The Vav between the two Hei's, therefore, unites the Upper World, Binah with the Lower World, Malchut, and they become 
one.

8. The first secret is Yud OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS the first 
point, NAMELY CHOCHMAH, which stands upon nine pillars that 
support it. They are stationed to the four directions of the world: 
SOUTH, NORTH, EAST AND WEST, WHICH ARE THE THREE 
COLUMNS AND MALCHUT. Similarly, the end of thought, the last 
point, WHICH IS MALCHUT, stands to the four directions of the 
world, WHICH ARE SOUTH, NORTH, EAST AND WEST, THE THREE 
COLUMNS AND MALCHUT THAT RECEIVES THEM. THEY ARE ALL 
EQUAL, ONE TO THE OTHER, except THAT THE UPPER POINT, 
WHICH IS YUD OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, is male, and THE LAST POINT, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, is female.
 

 

9. This YUD, WHICH IS CHOCHMAH, has no body. When it is clothed 
by them, it stands on nine pillars, WHICH ARE CHOCHMAH, BINAH, 
DA'AT, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, 
according to the secret of the letter final Mem, without a circle. Even 
though the letter Samech is round and shaped like a circle, YUD IS 
THE SECRET OF SAMECH, AND FIRST HEI IS THE SECRET OF 
FINAL MEM. According to the secret of the letters that are engraved 
with dots, MEANING THOSE LETTERS THAT ALLUDE TO THE 
ASPECT OF CHOCHMAH THAT IS CALLED 'DOTS', IT IS 
CONSIDERED that the supernal lights are a quadrangle and those of 
below are circular.
 

 

10. This square has the amount of three points, three to each side. 
They amount to the number of eight points, which are nine POINTS. 
AND HE ELABORATES: And these exist by AND COME FROM the 
secret of the luminary quadrupled, NAMELY FINAL MEM with nine 
pillars for the letter Yud, WHICH IS one OF THEIR points - NAMELY 
CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD are 
nine. Yet they are eight by means of the quadrupled letter final Mem, 
three to each side WHEN YOU DO NOT COUNT THE YUD ITSELF, 
MEANING BINAH, DA'AT, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, 
HOD AND YESOD.
 

 

11. HE EXPLAINS FURTHER SAYING: And this is the secret. The 
letter Yud is one point (dot) and even though it is one point, its 
shape has a head above, WHICH IS THE UPPER TIP OF THE YUD, a 
tip below, AND THE DOT ITSELF. THEREFORE, it amounts to three 
points like the Hebrew dot Segol, IN THE SECRET OF RIGHT, LEFT 
AND CENTRAL, WHICH IS THE INNER MEANING OF THE THREE 
COLUMNS. Therefore, the expansion to four sides, three on each 
side, equals nine TOGETHER WITH THE YUD, and eight WITHOUT 
THE YUD ITSELF, AS EXPLAINED.
 

 

12. These EIGHT POINTS are pillars that stem from the secret of the 
luminary to support the letter Yud, and they are considered its 
Chariot. They are not called by name, just by the secret of the nine 
dots (vowels) in the Torah, WHICH ARE KAMATZ, PATACH, TZEREI, 
THE FIRST THREE SFIROT. SEGOL, SHVA AND CHOLAM ARE 
CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET. CHIRIK, KUBUTZ, SHURUK THAT 
ARE ALSO CALLED CHIRIK, SHURUK, MELAFUM, ARE NETZACH, 
HOD AND YESOD, BECAUSE THE SFIROT OF CHOCHMAH ARE 
CALLED 'DOTS.'
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13. In the secret of the Book of Adam, these nine that are eight 
divided into permutations of letters of the Holy Name. This is in 
order to combine and unite them in all these manners, because when 
these eight, which are nine, travel - MEANING WHEN THEY SHINE 
BY MEANS OF THE THREE COLUMNS, ONE AFTER THE OTHER - 
they shine with the illumination of the letter final Mem quadrupled, 
and extract eight lights that appear like nine. They divide below to 
carry the Tabernacle.
 

 

14. They are the permutation of the Holy Name by means of 72 
engraved letters that stem from the secret of the three colors - right, 
left and central - WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET OF 
ZEIR ANPIN. And they all come from the secret of the three points, 
which are the dimension of the letter Yud, NAMELY ITS TOP, 
MIDDLE AND END, AS MENTIONED, and it ILLUMINATES to four 
directions. They are eight points BESIDES CHOCHMAH and nine 
points INCLUDING CHOCHMAH, AS MENTIONED, FOR EACH OF 
THE THREE POINTS OF THE TOP, MIDDLE AND END OF THE YUD 
INCLUDES THE THREE. THEY ARE NINE, WHICH ARE CHOCHMAH, 
BINAH, DA'AT, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD. And they are twelve supernal points, three to every side. 
From here, they descend as twelve to the six extremities. When 
these twelve are engraved on the six extremities OF ZEIR ANPIN, 
they are 72 Names, BECAUSE SIX TIMES TWELVE EQUALS 72, for 
they are the secret of the Holy Name of Ayin-Bet (72). They are the 
Holy Name THAT EMANATES FROM THE TWELVE POINTS OF YUD 
OF YUD HEI VAV HEI.
 

 

15. And the wish comes to support thought, WHICH IS CHOCHMAH, 
with the supports of the letter Yud, MEANING THAT THE PURPOSE 
OF ALL THE PERMUTATIONS OF THE NAME OF AYIN-BET (72) IS 
TO REVEAL THE CHOCHMAH THAT IS IN THE YUD OF YUD HEI VAV 
HEI, THAT IS CALLED 'THOUGHT'. Therefore, the letters come 
permutated IN THE NAME OF AYIN-BET (72), three letters to each 
permutation, in order to gain favor with the letter Yud OF YUD HEI 
VAV HEI THAT CONTAINS three points - TOP, MIDDLE, AND END, as 
we have said. Therefore the permutation comes up only from the 
essence and root of the secret of the supports of the letter Yud, 
according to the secret of the letter final Mem quadrupled, AS 
MENTIONED. FOR THEY ARE THE THREE POINTS: TOP, MIDDLE 
AND END, WHICH ARE THE ESSENCE AND ROOT OF ALL THE 
SUPPORTS THAT EVOLVE FROM IT, WHICH ARE nine points, eight 
points, twelve points, 72 points. Thus the entire secret of the Holy 
Name is based on the letter Yud. It all pertains to the same secret, 
MEANING THE SECRET OF DRAWING CHOCHMAH, and exists by 
means of the luminary - WHICH IS BINAH OF ARICH ANPIN, THE 
KETER OF THIS YUD, WHICH IS ABA AND IMA, as we have said - to 
support every letter OF THE NAME YUD HEI VAV HEI. And the 
supports, THE NINE, THE EIGHT, THE TWELVE AND THE 72, 
MENTIONED ABOVE, are a Chariot to every letter OF THE NAME 
YUD HEI VAV HEI, as we have said.
 

 

16. The second secret is the letter Hei OF YUD HEI VAV HEI that 
stands upon five pillars that support it, that emerge from the secret 
of luminary, WHICH IS BINAH OF ARICH ANPIN after it was gathered 
in and ascended above the secret of the curtain.
 

 

17. This letter is called 'the Holy Sanctuary' for the point that we 
mentioned, NAMELY THE YUD OF YUD HEI VAV HEI. For everything 
is based on the secret we spoke of, that of the letter final Mem 
quadrupled. Here, THE LETTER FINAL MEM is not imprinted, but 
rather the letter Hei, BECAUSE HERE STARTS THE REVELATION, 
and its Chariot is the five pillars we mentioned.
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18. HE EXPLAINS WHAT THE FIVE SUPPORTS ARE, SAYING when 
the light of the luminary illuminates the letter Yud, it is lit up. For 
from that illumination the luminary projected, these nine pillars that 
we said were made - WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH, 
BINAH, DA'AT, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD, THAT SPREAD FROM THE TOP, MIDDLE, AND END OF YUD, 
AS MENTIONED. AND THEN, from the illumination that lit the letter 
Yud, the three points of the Yud spread, two points up, which are at 
the top OF YUD, NAMELY, THE UPPER TIP AND THE BODY OF THE 
YUD, and one point down, which is the LOWER tip of the Yud, like 
THE HEBREW DOT SEGOL, as we explained. When two points 
expanded IN THE SECRET OF CHIRIK and they became three, the 
one, WHICH IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, became two, and became 
one sanctuary. After the sanctuary became the first point, the secret 
of the letter Hei became concealed and hidden, and stands on other 
five.
 

 

19. There are four concealed together with one point between them 
in the middle. They are five, which is Hei. Just as the lower Hei, 
NAMELY MALCHUT, stands on four, NAMELY, ON THREE COLUMNS 
AND MALCHUT THAT RECEIVES THEM, and is a point over four - 
MEANING THAT MALCHUT HERSELF, WHICH IS A POINT, standing 
in their midst - here it is also like that. And as for its standing on five 
OTHER supports, NAMELY ON THE HEI OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, it is 
certainly so, because this supernal point, THE YUD OF YUD HEI VAV 
HEI, is of two aspects, one on its own and one concealed. 
THEREFORE, THERE ARE TWO HEI'S.
 

 

20. In the Book of Secrets of Enoch, HE SAYS, Hei certainly stands 
on five supports that stem from the luminary, WHICH IS BINAH OF 
ARICH ANPIN. Then THIS HEI produces five other pillars, WHICH 
ARE THE FIRST HEI OF YUD HEI VAV HEI. So this Hei is of the secret 
of ten, NAMELY ITS OWN FIVE SUPPORTS AND FIVE SUPPORTS OF 
THE HEI OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH TOGETHER ARE IN PLACE 
OF THE YUD. When HEI OF YUD HEI VAV HEI separates FROM THE 
HEI, AND RETURNS TO ITS PLACE, this Hei stands on FIVE 
supports; THE FOUR SUPPORTS ARE THE THREE COLUMNS AND 
MALCHUT THAT RECEIVES THEM, AND THE FIFTH IS THE SECRET 
OF THE POINT IN THEIR CENTER. AND THE FOUR SUPPORTS ARE 
INCLUDED WITHIN EACH OTHER IN SUCH A WAY THAT THERE 
ARE THREE COLUMNS IN EACH OF THE FOUR SUPPORTS, WHICH 
ARE TWELVE. They are the thirteen Attributes of Mercy together 
with one level added to them, NAMELY, THE POINT IN THE CENTER 
OF THE FOUR SUPPORTS.
 

 

21. These twelve pillars are in the six. Sometimes they are 
considered AS THE NAME OF Mem Bet (42), and sometimes Ayin Bet 
(72), but THIS IS when they go down. Here, FROM THE 72, paths 
extend in all directions, namely 32 PATHS OF CHOCHMAH. WHEN 
YOU SUBTRACT 32 FROM 72, 40 remains, which together with the 
two ears to the right and left equal 42, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
THE NAME OF MEM BET. These are the 42 supernal large letters in 
the Torah.
 

 

22. There are large letters and small letters. Large letters are above 
IN BINAH, and small letters are below IN MALCHUT. Everything 
below, IN MALCHUT, is in the likeness of above, IN BINAH, because 
there are holy, supernal names IN BINAH that are drawn only by a 
willing of the spirit and heart, without any speech at all. And there 
are lower Holy Names IN MALCHUT that are drawn by speech, and 
with directing thought and will towards them.
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23. There are other names below, which are of the Other Side, which 
is the Side of Impurity. These are drawn only by the willingness in an 
action below to raise to them that wish contained in the action 
below. For the Impure Side AWAKENS only through actions in this 
world, to be defiled through them, such as Bilaam and the people of 
the east countries and all those who are occupied with that Other 
Side, WHO AWAKENED IT BY PERFORMING ACTIONS BELOW TO 
AWAKEN IT.
 

 

24. Those THAT ARE OF THE OTHER SIDE are not based on any of 
the imprinted letters of the 22 letters of the Torah except for two, 
which are Chet and Kuf. FOR THE KLIPAH OF YESOD IS CALLED 
'CHET', WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE CHILDREN OF CHET WHO 
NEGOTIATED WITH ABRAHAM ABOUT THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH, 
AND THE KLIPAH OF MALCHUT IS CALLED 'KUF'. They support 
THE OTHER SIDE with the support of THE THREE letters - Shin, Kuf, 
Resh (Heb. sheker, Eng. 'lie') - THAT ARE ATTACHED TO THEM, but 
CHET AND KUF frequent them even more. Therefore, in "A praise of 
David" (Tehilim 145), a Vav is written in THE MIDDLE OF EVERY 
SENTENCE of every letter AFTER THE CANTILLATION MARK 
ETNACHTA, FOR EACH SENTENCE BEGINS WITH A DIFFERENT 
LETTER OF THE ALPHABET, except for these two letters, CHET AND 
KUF. NAMELY, "HASHEM IS GRACIOUS (HEB. CHANUN), AND FULL 
OF COMPASSION; SLOW TO ANGER, AND OF ABUNDANT 
LOVE" (TEHILIM 145:8), which has no Vav, FOR IT IS NOT WRITTEN, 
'AND SLOW TO ANGER AND OF ABUNDANT LOVE...'. AND ALSO, 
"HASHEM IS NEAR (HEB. KAROV) TO ALL WHO CALL UPON HIM, 
TO ALL WHO CALL UPON HIM IN TRUTH" (IBID. 18), WHERE IT IS 
WRITTEN: 'AND TO ALL WHO CALL UPON HIM IN TRUTH.' The 
reason is that Vav (lit. 'and') is the Name of the Holy One, blessed be 
He, MEANING THE CENTRAL COLUMN THAT UNITES RIGHT AND 
LEFT, AND THE OTHER SIDE HAS NO DESIRE FOR THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN. THEREFORE, SINCE THOSE LETTERS HAVE AN 
ATTACHMENT TO THE OTHER SIDE, THERE IS NO VAV (ENG. 
'AND') IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SENTENCE IN ORDER TO SHOW 
THAT THEY HAVE AN ASSOCIATION WITH THE OTHER SIDE.
 

 

25. HE RETURNS TO THE FIRST SUBJECT AND SAYS: Therefore, 
those 42 letters by which this world was created, together with this 
supernal Hei OF YUD HEI VAV HEI equal 92. THEY ARE THE FORTY 
REMAINING FROM ITS 72, WHICH, TOGETHER WITH THE TWO 
EARS, RIGHT AND LEFT, AS MENTIONED, ARE 42; EACH OF ITS 
FIVE SUPPORTS COMPRISED TEN, WHICH AMOUNT TO FIFTY. 
FIFTY PLUS 42 IS 92. They are ninety besides the two ears, right and 
left. This is the secret of: "And shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, 
give birth?" (Beresheet 17:17) BECAUSE SARAH ALLUDES TO IMA, 
THE UPPER HEI OF YUD HEI VAV HEI. But it amounts to 92, THAT IS, 
WITH THE TWO EARS. When the grade of Covenant is added to 
them, WHICH IS YESOD, which is the eighth firmament, and rests on 
the eighth day - MEANING THAT CIRCUMCISION IS AT THE EIGHTH 
DAY - 92 AND EIGHT OF YESOD EQUAL one hundred. They are 
certainly the hundred blessings that the Congregation of Yisrael, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, needs to be daily adorned with. This is all by 
means of Hei.
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26. This Hei is shaped like two Nun's, which is the secret meaning of 
one hundred, MEANING THAT THE TWO HEI'S, EACH OF WHICH 
HAS TEN SUPPORTS, EACH COMPRISED OF TEN, AMOUNT TO 
ONE HUNDRED. ONE HEI IS five supports and Chariots that emerge 
from the luminary. THE SECOND HEI IS the other five supports that 
emerge from it, FROM THE FIRST HEI OF YUD HEI VAV HEI. AND 
THE TEN SUPPORTS OF THE TWO HEI'S ARE THE TWO NUN'S. 
Therefore, their shapes are like two final Nun's with a dot in the 
middle. Therefore, there is always a Vav between them, thus: Nun 
Vav Nun, because here is where ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS VAV is 
crowned, MEANING IT RECEIVES THE MOCHIN OF THE THREE 
FIRST SFIROT. Even though there are other secrets to the Hei, they 
are among the secrets of the Book of Enoch, and it is certainly so.
  

27. When it is fixed only with fifty, it is in one dot that is based on the 
secret of the Nun, thus: Nun Vav Nun - MEANING IT IS SO HEARD 
ON PRONUNCIATION. FOR THE VAV IS a dot between them which 
dominates them, and it all pertains to one secret, AS MENTIONED. 
Blessed are they who know the ways of Torah, to go in the way of 
Truth. Blessed are they in this world and blessed are they in the 
World to Come.
 

 

28. The third secret is the letter Vav OF YUD HEI VAV HEI. This letter 
is the secret of the form of man, MEANING ZEIR ANPIN, FOR WITHIN 
HIM IS YUD HEI VAV HEI FULLY SPELLED WITH ALEPHS, WHICH 
AMOUNTS TO THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF ADAM (MAN), NAMELY 
45, as we have learned. We have established that this letter, WHICH 
IS VAV THAT ALLUDES TO ITS THREE EXTREMITIES, stands on 
twelve Chariots, THE TWELVE OF WHICH SHINE ON EVERY 
EXTREMITY IN THE VAV, AND TWELVE TIMES SIX EQUALS 72. 
When divided BY THREE, there are 24 Chariots, BECAUSE THREE 
TIMES 24 EQUALS 72. In this letter is included the expansion of the 
form of man, corresponding to the arms, WHICH ARE CHESED AND 
GVURAH, the legs, WHICH ARE NETZACH AND HOD, and the torso, 
WHICH IS TIFERET AND YESOD. There are 24 limbs in the arms, 24 
in the legs, AND 24 in the torso, as we have already learned, but they 
are all concealed in the torso, WHICH IS TIFERET, and the body 
stands in all THREE 24's. All 72 Chariots are included in the body 
and, because they are all included in it, the Vav expands once, 
MEANING ONE LINE THAT INCLUDES THEM ALL.
 

 

29. AND HE EXPLAINS: a body includes 24 Chariots. They are the 
head OF THE VAV with six CHARIOTS and the body OF THE VAV 
with eighteen CHARIOTS, AND SIX AND EIGHTEEN EQUALS 24. 
Even though in all there are twelve Chariots at each end OF THE SIX 
EXTREMITIES, AND SIX TIMES TWELVE IS 72 AND NOT 24, 
ASSUREDLY the body is in them all, but FROM THE ASPECT OF 24, 
MEANING WHEN WE CONSIDER THE BODY AS ONLY A THIRD OF 
72, AS MENTIONED ABOVE, they are DEFINED AS six in the head, 
NAMELY CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD, THAT ARE IN THE HEAD. They are limbs by which to carry 
the head - NAMELY, THE THREE FIRST SFIROT THAT ARE CALLED 
'HEAD', AND 18 ARE the 18 vertebrae OF THE SPINAL CORD, upon 
which the head stands and by which the body is supported.
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30. All ABOVE-MENTIONED 24 CHARIOTS expand in one in the head 
and body OF THE VAV. The sixty SFIROT are all included IN THE 
VAV, which is the secret of six SFIROT, CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, EACH INCLUDING TEN. 
Therefore, the measure of the letter Vav, the head OF THE VAV is 
actually six points, NAMELY CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD AND the body is eighteen. Similarly, all 
the secrets are explained as included in the torso, because the arms 
and legs - THAT ARE CHESED, GVURAH, NETZACH AND HOD - are 
hidden. Therefore, everything is included in the letter Vav and its 
form.
 

 

31. When the letter appears to perfection, NAMELY THE VAV, WHICH 
IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, AS MENTIONED, all the Evil Sides are 
blocked and depart from the moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and do not 
cover it. Because THE CENTRAL COLUMN cleaves through all the 
lintels in the firmament and illuminates on it, ON MALCHUT, the 
Inciter is unable to cause any harm. When it departs, NAMELY THE 
VAV THAT IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, the Inciter rises, incites and 
accuses and seduces, and can denounce all the people of the world 
because he is an old and foolish king, as we have already 
established.
 

 

32. The Vav OF YUD HEI VAV HEI is the light that illuminates the 
moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT. Even though many lights are included 
IN THE VAV, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, the light that illuminates the 
moon is just one expansion that fills it. He, ZEIR ANPIN, is the secret 
of the Aleph, WHICH IS SHAPED AS A VAV IN BETWEEN TWO 
YUD'S TO ITS RIGHT AND LEFT, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN THAT IS THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN THAT RECONCILES AND UNITES THE RIGHT 
AND LEFT. AND HE IS imprinted with all those secrets THAT ARE IN 
THE ALEPH. When he illuminates the moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, he 
shines on it with the secret of the Vav, THE SHAPE OF WHICH IS 
ONE LINE, WHICH IS THE EXPANSION OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN 
ALONE.
 

 

33. In the Book of Adam, regarding the shape of the letters HE SAYS 
THAT THE SHAPE OF THE Vav is one point on top, WHICH ALLUDES 
TO THE YUD OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, and five points below, WHICH 
ARE THE FIRST HEI OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, THE SECRET OF FIVE 
POINTS, WHICH ARE FIVE SUPPORTS. Also the measure OF THE 
VAV OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, is such, NAMELY, 
IT INCLUDES IN IT YUD-HEI OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF THE SON OF YUD-HEI. Every point OF THE SIX POINTS 
THAT ARE IN IT is based on the secret of ten, for there is no point 
that is not completed to ten, for every point has nine supports and 
Chariots, WHICH ARE ITS TOP, MIDDLE, AND END, EACH 
COMPRISING THREE COLUMNS. THEY ARE THE THREE POINTS OF 
SEGOL. With the point itself it completes ten, for the point on the 
right has nine supports and Chariots and, with itself, it is ten. And so 
it is with the point on the left and so on all sides. Therefore, all the 
points comprise ten each, it and its Chariots. They are part of the 
expansion of the letter Vav. Therefore, everything has the shape of 
the letter Vav, NAMELY, IT HAS THE FORM OF ONE POINT ABOVE 
AND FIVE POINTS.
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34. When the sun, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, entered the moon, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT, an expansion emerges from this Vav, which is the 
secret of the Covenant, NAMELY YESOD, which is in the likeness of 
Gimel. Its purpose is to come into the Nukva, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
and when all this is included in this expansion of the letter Vav, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, then it is ready to mate with the Nukva. This 
is the secret of the scripture: "And take you to you Aaron your 
brother" (Shemot 28:1), who came to include the RIGHT arm, WHICH 
IS CHESED THAT IS CALLED 'AARON', with the torso, WHICH IS 
MOSES. "And his sons with him" (Ibid.), refers to his Chariots and 
supports. The left arm is included IN MOSES, WHO IS A CHARIOT 
TO ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS VAV, as it is written: "Take the 
Levites" (Bemidbar 3:45), THE LEVITES BEING THE LEFT ARM, 
WHICH IS GVURAH. So the Vav THAT IS MOSES includes everything 
in one expansion so as to be one.
  

35. Therefore, there is unity in this VAV - in the right, left and center - 
FOR THE CENTER IS MOSES AND THE RIGHT IS AARON AND THE 
LEFT ARE THE LEVITES, and it is all one. Therefore, a single 
expansion is formed, which is called 'one' and there is only one 
expansion IN THE VAV, NAMELY, ONE LINE. This is THE SECRET 
MEANING OF one.
 

 

36. The last Hei OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS MALCHUT, becomes 
a body in the central point. The Vav OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS 
ZEIR ANPIN, enters it so the Vav is located between two points, one 
above, WHICH IS IMA, and one below, WHICH IS MALCHUT. Then the 
Upper World, WHICH IS BINAH, unites with the Lower World, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT, and they become one, as we have established. Rabbi 
Elazar and Rabbi Aba came and kissed the hands OF RABBI 
SHIMON. Rabbi Aba wept and said: Woe to the world when the sun 
will set, THAT IS, RABBI SHIMON, and the world will become dark.
 

 

37. Rabbi Elazar said: How do we know that the legs below, WHICH 
ARE NETZACH AND HOD, that pertain to the secret of the letter Vav, 
WHICH IS TIFERET, are included in the letter Vav? He said to him: It 
is written: "Remember the Torah of Moses my servant" (Malachi 
3:22). It is not written, 'my prophet' to show that everything is 
included in the Vav, WHICH IS TIFERET, AND PROPHETS, THE 
SECRET OF NETZACH AND HOD, ARE INCLUDED IN MOSES, WHO 
IS TIFERET. THEREFORE, IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO WRITE 
'MOSES MY PROPHET'. The letter VAV is considered 'one'; it is but 
one and one expansion, as explained.
 

 

 
 
3. "And take you to you" 
Rabbi Shimon says that Moses, the sun, did not unite with the moon, Malchut, until he comprised all aspects including right and left. When the 
offering is proper, the shining countenance of God is present in the world in the Temple, and the Other Side is subdued and hides, and the side of 
Holiness rules with light and joy. But when the offering is not done properly, or the unison is not performed correctly, then the moon is concealed 
and the Other Side rules in the world. Lastly we hear that God did not test Job, but instead aroused the Inciter against him, as the Inciter is 
constantly coming around to denounce people.
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38. "And take you to you" (Shemot 28:1). Rabbi Shimon said: Moses, 
who is the sun, did not unite with the moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
until he comprised all aspects in accordance with the secret 
meaning of the letter Vav, as we have established, NAMELY, HE 
INCLUDED AARON AND THE LEVITES, WHO ARE RIGHT AND LEFT. 
Come and behold: it is written, "From among the children of Yisrael 
that he may minister to Me" (Ibid.). 'To minister to Me' is spelled with 
an extra Vav, WHICH LITERALLY MEANS 'for its service' - for the 
service of the letter Vav, assuredly for its service. IT IS AS IF IT 
WERE WRITTEN, 'TO SERVE VAV', WHICH IS TIFERET, 'TO Me' 
which is the letter Hei, NAMELY MALCHUT, to bring in the Vav to 
unite with the Hei, so everything will become one. Blessed are the 
children of Yisrael who entered IN THE SECRETS OF TORAH and 
came out. They know the secrets of the ways of the Torah so as to 
walk the true path.
  

39. HE ASKS: Why "from among the children of Yisrael"? HE 
ANSWERS: nothing is called 'one' or is properly one, except from 
among the children of Yisrael. For the children of Yisrael stand 
below to open ways and to illuminate paths and to kindle the 
candles, WHICH ARE THE SUPERNAL SFIROT, and to take 
everything from below upwards, so that everything shall be one. 
Therefore, it is written: "But you who did cleave to Hashem your 
Elohim..." (Devarim 4:4).
 

 

40. "And take you to you...": Rabbi Shimon said: Everything is taken 
near by one who knows how to affect unity and to serve his Master, 
for when the offering is found to be proper, everything is brought 
together, MEANING THE RIGHT AND LEFT SIDES. The shining 
countenance OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, is present in the 
world in the Temple, and the Other Side is subdued and hides, and 
the side of Holiness rules with light and joy. But when the offering is 
not found to be proper, or the unity was not properly affected, then 
the face is sad and light is not prevalent. And the moon, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, is concealed and the Other Side rules in the world, 
because there is no one who knows how to unite the Holy Name 
properly.
 

 

41. Rabbi Shimon said: The Holy One, blessed be He, did not test 
Job and did not bring him to a test like the tests of other righteous 
people. For is it not written of him: 'Elohim tested Job', as is written 
about Abraham: "Elohim did test Abraham" (Beresheet 22:1), who 
offered his only son to Him with his own hand. Job did not give Him 
or hand Him anything. It is not said to him THAT HE SHOULD GIVE, 
but he was given over to the Inciter through the Judgment of the 
Holy One, blessed be He, as He aroused the Inciter against him, 
which he did not request. The Inciter is constantly coming to 
denounce people. Here, the Holy One, blessed be He, aroused the 
Inciter against him, as is written: "Have you considered My servant 
Job" (Iyov 1:8), but this is a deep secret.
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4. "And it came to pass at the end of days" 
Rabbi Shimon tells us that "the end of days" means impurity, while "the end of right" is holiness. He says that Cain's offering was not accepted 
because it "came to pass" "at the end of days," so it came from the Other Side. Abel included a small portion for the Other Side in his offering with 
the largest portion for God, while Cain included the largest portion for the Other Side. We are also told that Job did not properly arrange his offering 
either.

42. He opened the discussion, saying: "And in process of time (lit. 'at 
the end of days') it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the 
ground an offering to Hashem" (Beresheet 4:3). "At the end of days," 
has a secret meaning; it is "the end of days (Heb. yamim)," WHICH IS 
IMPURITY, rather than 'the end of right (Heb. yamin; also 'days')', 
WHICH IS HOLINESS. He rejected the 'end of right (Heb. yamin)' and 
sought to bring near the "end of days (Heb. yomin)." We have 
established that it is written: "But go you your way till the end 
be" (Daniel 12:13). The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Daniel: "But 
go you your way till the end be." He kept asking Him: 'which end? 
the end of days or end of right?', until He said to him: 'The end of the 
right.'
  

43. This is what David feared, as it is written: "Let me know, Hashem, 
my end," (Tehilim 39:5) whether the end of the days or the end of the 
right. And here, BY CAIN, it is written: "And it came to pass" "at the 
end of days", rather than 'at the end of the right'. Therefore, his 
offering was not accepted, because it all came from the Other Side.
 

 

44. Come and behold: it is written, "And Abel, he also 
brought" (Beresheet 4:4). What is the meaning of "he also"? Its 
purpose is to add everything, one within the other - MEANING THAT 
IN THE OFFERING OF ABEL THERE WAS ALSO A PORTION FOR 
THE OTHER SIDE, AND IN THE OFFERING OF CAIN THERE WAS 
ALSO A PORTION FOR HOLINESS. HOWEVER, WITH ABEL, the 
whole and main part of his offering was to the Holy One, blessed be 
He, and he gave a portion for the Other Side, as is written: "And of 
the fat parts thereof" (Ibid.); THE FATTEST AND BEST WAS FOR 
THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE. But with Cain, the main was for 
"the end of days," WHICH IS THE OTHER SIDE, and he gave only a 
small portion to the Holy One, blessed be He. Therefore, he and his 
offering were rejected.
 

 

45. About Job, it is written: "And his sons used to go and feast... 
And when the days of their feasting were gone about" (Iyov 1:4-5), 
and also, "And they used to send and call for their three sisters to 
eat and drink with them" (Ibid.). This was the main portion HE GAVE 
to the Other Side, and only afterwards did he offer burnt offerings. 
Now, a burnt offering (Heb. olah) is male rather than female, and 
wholly rises (Heb. olah) up, but he did not offer a sacrifice that would 
properly include it as well, MEANING TO ALSO GIVE A PORTION TO 
THE OTHER SIDE.
 

 

 
 
5. Giving a portion to the Other Side 
We read that if Job had given a portion to everyone then the 'Inciter' or negative force would not have been able to approach him later. Rabbi 
Shimon says that when the Other Side is given a proper portion, it removes itself from the Sanctuary; therefore the side of Holiness rises higher and 
higher. God aroused the Inciter against Job because of his incorrect offering. We are told that God united with Yisrael in Egypt at Pascal while the 
Other Side was occupied with Job. Regarding the unleavened bread, Rabbi Shimon says that the Evil Inclination in a person is like yeast in a dough: 
it enters the belly of a person slowly and then multiples there until the whole body is mixed with it. This is idolatry.

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Setting...har/doc/Shemot/22%20-%20Tetsaveh.htm (11 of 37)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:21:15



1

46. Come and behold: had he given a portion to everyone, MEANING 
ALSO TO THE OTHER SIDE, then the Inciter could not have 
approached him later. One may ask why the Holy One, blessed be 
He, did him evil FOR NOT GIVING A PORTION TO THE OTHER SIDE? 
WHAT IS THE SIN HERE? HE ANSWERS: It was because he caused 
the light to be covered and concealed, for he did not properly offer 
another offering to sustain others, MEANING THE OTHER SIDE, AS 
IT HAS A PORTION IN THE OFFERINGS, but rather offered ONLY a 
burnt offering (Heb. olah), that ascends (Heb. olah) above, AND THE 
OTHER SIDE HAS NO PART IN IT. Therefore, it is written: "Thus Job 
did all the days" (Iyov 1:5); HE DID NOT GIVE A PORTION TO THE 
OTHER SIDE, for if the Other Side had been nourished with a proper 
portion, it would have been removed from the Sanctuary and would 
have departed from it, and the side of Holiness would have risen 
higher and higher.
  

47. But he did not want another, MEANING THE OTHER SIDE, to gain 
any benefit from his offering, so he removed himself from it. Whence 
do we know this from? From the verse: "And turns away from 
evil" (Iyov 1:8); HE REMOVED HIMSELF FROM EVIL, SO AS NOT TO 
GIVE IT ANY PORTION. Therefore, he always offered a burnt offering, 
because the Other Side never receives any pleasure from it. Thus, 
whatever the Other Side took afterwards FROM JOB, it took from its 
own. In this way, Job caused a foreskin to cover the Holy Covenant, 
and it did not move from it, FROM THE HOLY COVENANT. Therefore, 
the Holy One, blessed be He, aroused against him the Inciter, as it is 
written: "Have you considered My servant Job?"
 

 

48. Come and behold: when the Holy One, blessed be He, wished to 
unite with Yisrael in Egypt, the time was not propitious because the 
foreskin, MEANING THE OTHER SIDE, covered the light, until the 
time came and the Inciter took that which belonged to him from Job. 
Then the Holy One, blessed be He, commanded to eat the Pascal 
sacrifice in haste, MEANING while the Other Side was occupied with 
Job, and commanded the removal of the foreskin from them. The 
Holy One, blessed be He, united with Yisrael, and the Other Side 
separated from Holiness and was occupied with Job and took what 
was its own. Then "it is Hashem's passover" (Shemot 12:11), for 
until now, the passover was not Hashem's. Blessed are they who 
know how to properly affect the unity of their Master.
 

 

49. It is written: "You shall make you no molten Elohim" (Shemot 
34:17), followed by, "The feast of unleavened bread (Heb. matzot) 
shall you keep" (Ibid. 18). HE ASKS: why is one adjacent to the 
other? HE ANSWERS: This is what has been explained, that whoever 
eats leaven (Heb. chametz) on Pesach (Passover), it is as if he 
worships idols.
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50. Come and behold: when Yisrael left Egypt, they left their 
jurisdiction, namely the rule of the other SIDE, the rule that is called 
'leaven', evil bread. Therefore, idol worship is called by that name, 
CHAMETZ (ENG. 'LEAVEN'). This is the secret of the Evil Inclination 
that is idol worship, which is also called 'leaven' (lit. 'yeast'). This is 
the Evil Inclination, because the Evil Inclination in the person is like 
yeast in a dough. It enters the belly of the person slowly and then 
multiplies there until the whole body is mixed with it. This is idolatry. 
Therefore, it is written: "There shall be no strange El among 
you" (Tehilim 81:10), a strange El assuredly.
 

 

 
 
6. "Cease from man, though his breath be in his nostrils" 
Rabbi Yehuda wonders if the title verse means that people should avoid one another, but Rabbi Shimon answers that God has cautioned people to 
guard themselves from those who have turned to evil. We learn that the Holy Spirit in man consists of three - Nefesh, Ruach and Neshamah, 
Neshamah being the highest of all, since it is a supernal force with which to know and keep the commandments of God. The only thing that can 
significantly damage the Neshamah and lead to idolatry is anger, which Rabbi Shimon warns us about strongly. He says that one must not even look 
at the face of an angry man, and should certainly not associate with him.

51. "The festival of unleavened bread (Heb. matzot) shall you 
keep" (Shemot 34:18). Rabbi Yehuda opened the discussion, saying: 
"Cease from man, though his breath be in his nostrils, for in what is 
he to be accounted of" (Yeshayah 2:22). They have established this 
passage, yet what is the meaning of "Cease from man"? Is THE 
PROPHET warning to avoid other people and that likewise, other 
PEOPLE should avoid him? It would then come to pass that people 
would never come near each other. HE ANSWERS: They have 
established this passage as referring to one who arrives early at the 
door of his friend to greet him, BEFORE HE HAS BLESSED THE 
HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE. AND THEREFORE IT IS SAID, 
"CEASE..."
  

52. I have explained the passage: "CEASE..." together with another 
passage that says: "He that blesses his friend with a loud voice, 
rising early in the morning, it shall be counted a curse to 
him" (Mishlei 27:14). Even though it is all well, MEANING EVEN 
THOUGH HE HAS ALREADY BLESSED THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED 
BE HE, AND IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO CAUTION ABOUT IT 
"CEASE...", what is "Cease from man, though his breath be in his 
nostrils"? Here, the Holy One, blessed be He, has commanded the 
man and cautioned him to guard himself from those people who 
have turned from a good way to an evil way, and defile themselves 
with the impurity of the Other Side.
 

 

53. When the Holy One, blessed be He, created man, He made him in 
the supernal image and blew into him a Holy Spirit combined of 
three, as we have established, so that he would contain Nefesh, 
Ruach, Neshamah. And Neshamah is the highest of all of them, for it 
is a supernal force with which to know and to keep the 
commandments of the Holy One, blessed be He. If one brings the 
sacred Neshamah into another worship, he defiles it and leaves the 
service of his Master. For these three forces are all one, Nefesh, 
Ruach and Neshamah, together in partnership. And they are one, as 
in the supernal secret THAT BINAH AND ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT 
ARE ONE, SO TO NEFESH, RUACH AND NESHAMAH ARE ONE, 
BECAUSE THEY STEM FROM THEM.
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54. If we see a man that has all these levels, WHICH ARE NEFESH, 
RUACH AND NESHAMAH, and still not know clearly what he is, how 
can we determine whether to approach that man or avoid him? Here 
then, in his real anger, one could know and recognize him for what 
he is. If he guards the holy Neshamah in his anger, so as not to 
uproot it from its place and bring a foreign El to replace it, then he is 
a proper man. Such is a servant of his Master; such is a whole man.
 

 

55. If that man does not guard it but uproots this supernal Holiness 
BY BECOMING ANGRY, and causes the Other Side to dwell in its 
place, assuredly such a man has rebelled against his Master. It is 
forbidden to come near him or join him. Such a one "tears himself in 
his anger" (Iyov 18:4). He tears and uproots his soul because of his 
anger and causes a foreign El to dwell within him. In reference to 
him, it is written: "Cease from man, though his breath be in his 
nostrils" (Yeshayah 2:22), meaning that he tears his holy Neshamah 
and defiles it in his anger, MEANING BECAUSE HE BECAME 
ANGRY, exchanging his Neshamah in his anger. "For in what (Heb. 
bameh) is he to be accounted of" (Ibid.), means that man is 
considered A STAGE (HEB. BAMAH), ON WHICH idols ARE 
WORSHIPPED.
 

 

56. Whoever joins him and whoever speaks with him, is as though he 
actually joins with idolatry. What is the reason? Because actual 
idolatry dwells within him, MEANING A STRANGE EL. Moreover, he 
has uprooted the supernal Holiness from its place and caused 
idolatry to dwell instead, a strange El. As it is written of a strange El: 
"Turn not to idols" (Vayikra 19:4), it is similarly forbidden to look at 
the face OF THE ANGRY MAN.
 

 

57. You may ask: But what about the anger of sages? HE ANSWERS: 
The anger of sages is good from every aspect, for we have learned 
that the Torah is fire and the Torah causes him to seethe, as it is 
written: "'Is not My word like a fire,' says Hashem" (Yirmeyah 23:29). 
The anger of sages is in the words of Torah. The anger of sages is to 
give honor to the Torah, and it is all in the service of Hashem. 
Therefore, it says, "Hashem your Elohim is a consuming fire, a 
jealous El" (Devarim 4:24).
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Setting...har/doc/Shemot/22%20-%20Tetsaveh.htm (14 of 37)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:21:15



1

58. But if THE ANGER is for other matters, AND NOT FOR WORDS 
OF TORAH, then it is not the service of the Holy One, blessed be He. 
Of all the sins that a person commits, none are actual idol worship 
like one WHO IS ANGRY. It is forbidden to approach him. If you say 
that he only temporarily transgressed AND BECAME ANGRY but 
afterwards repented, it is not so! Since once he has uprooted the 
Holiness of his soul from himself and from its place and that strange 
El appropriated that place, he strengthens himself there and does 
not leave him. The only exception is when that person becomes 
entirely purified and has uprooted from himself THE STRANGE EL 
forever, and afterwards endeavors to become holy and to draw 
Holiness upon himself, THEN hopefully he will become holy. Rabbi 
Yosi said to him: He actually becomes holy.
 

 

59. He said to him: Come and behold. At the moment he uproots the 
Holiness of his soul and in its place dwells that strange El that is 
called 'impure', the person becomes defiled and he defiles whoever 
approaches him. That Holiness is uprooted from him, and when it 
has been uprooted once, in relation to what he did, it will never 
return to its place.
 

 

60. He said to him: Yet there are many defiled people who are 
purified. He said to him: Other impurities are different, for they 
cannot do more THAN DEFILE HIM ON THE OUTSIDE, but one WHO 
GETS ANGRY is different from them all, for his whole body becomes 
defiled inside and out, and he contaminates the soul and everything 
else. Other impurities in the world only defile the body on the 
outside. Therefore, it is written: "Cease from man, though his breath 
be in his nostrils (or: 'anger')"; MEANING that he exchanged the 
Holiness of his Master for his anger. Such an impurity defiles 
everything, "For in what (Heb. bameh) is he to be accounted of," he 
is certainly considered an altar (Heb. bamah) for idol worship.
 

 

 
 
7. Matzot and the counting of the Omer 
We read that in order to raise Malchut to be connected with the supernal days above, men must stand on their feet to count the Omer. The counting 
of the Omer is the secret of the male, being connected to the Holy Covenant, so women are exempted from this counting. Rabbi Shimon says that 
throughout the seven supernal days of Zeir Anpin, one of the lower days of Malchut becomes holy, and this lower day is called a week. When the 
seven Sfirot of Malchut are sanctified through the 49 supernal Sfirot, the House is prepared so that Malchut can join with Zeir Anpin; then it is called 
Shavuot. Then the fiftieth day, Binah, rules over the 49 days and, by way of awakening the lower beings, produces the Torah.

61. Come and behold: this anger is idolatry, the Other Side, as we 
have said. Thus, a person must guard himself against it and separate 
from it. Therefore, it is written: "You shall make you no molten 
Elohim" (Shemot 34:17). "Make you" MEANS you shall NOT harm 
yourself. And immediately following, it is written: "The feast of 
unleavened bread shall you keep" (Ibid. 18). "Keep" refers to the side 
of Holiness that a person should keep and not exchange it for the 
Other Side. If he exchanges it FOR THE OTHER SIDE, he becomes 
defiled and defiles whoever comes near him.
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62. This is a place called "Shmor" ('observe', 'be careful with', 
'guard') NAMELY MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED "SHMOR": therefore it 
is written, "The Festival of Matzot shall you observe, seven days 
shall you eat matzot as I have commanded you" (Shemot 34:18). 
These seven days OF THE FESTIVAL OF MATZOT, are not like the 
seven days of Sukkot (holiday of the booths), BECAUSE THOSE OF 
SUKKOT are supernal, NAMELY THE SEVEN SFIROT CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND MALCHUT OF BINAH 
THAT ZACHAR AND NUKVAH ASCENDED AND CLOTHED. BUT 
THOSE OF THE FESTIVAL OF MATZOT are of below, NAMELY THE 
SEVEN SFIROT CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
MALCHUT OF MALCHUT. Therefore DURING THOSE OF SUKKOT we 
say whole Hallel AND DURING THOSE OF THE FESTIVAL OF 
MATZOT, we do not say whole Hallel. And because they are SEVEN 
DAYS of below, OF MALCHUT, it is written "seven days shall you eat 
Matzot." The word "Matz-t" is found wanting, namely, missing the 
letter Vav, TO SHOW, that it was still (the interval) prior to the 
dwelling upon them of the supernal days (that incorporated) the 
secret of the letter Vav, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

63. If you ask: if the secret meaning of the feast of unleavened bread 
has been sanctified, SINCE ON THE FIRST NIGHT OF PESACH, 
MALE AND FEMALE WERE SANCTIFIED AND RECEIVED THE 
MOCHIN OF SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA, THAT IS, THEY ROSE TO BE 
A GARMENT TO THEM, why did MALCHUT AGAIN go down from Her 
place? Have we not learned that 'One should enhance (raise), and 
not lessen (Lower), (the importance of) holy matters'? Why did She 
go FROM ABA AND IMA down to the lower seven days?
 

 

64. Come and behold: it is written, "And make atonement for himself, 
and for his house" (Vayikra 16:6), TO TEACH that one who atones 
has to atone for himself first, and afterward for his household. 
Similarly this grade, NAMELY MALCHUT, started to be sanctified and 
to emerge into Holiness DURING THE FIRST NIGHT OF PESACH, in 
order to atone for Herself. As soon as She was sanctified, She had to 
atone for Her household and sanctify them. Therefore, She came 
down to sanctify Her house. How are they sanctified? It is through 
Yisrael below. Once they were sanctified, they need to raise Her up, 
because when the house of the Queen, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is 
sanctified, She then rises to be connected with the supernal days 
above.
 

 

65. For this purpose, we make a reckoning, MEANING THAT WE 
COUNT THE OMER, standing on our feet, because the days that we 
count are supernal days, NAMELY THE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, 
WHICH IS MALE. Likewise, every time a person enters the supernal 
days OF ZEIR ANPIN, both in prayer and in praise, that person must 
stand on his legs so that the legs and body SERVE there, IN ZEIR 
ANPIN, EQUALLY together. The legs and body MUST stand like a 
man who stands with power, and not like a woman who customarily 
sits. Also, for the praise of the Upper World, ONE SHOULD STAND.
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66. Since THE COUNTING OF THE OMER is the secret of the Male, 
FOR WE DRAW THE SUPERNAL SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, women are 
exempted from this counting. Only the men are obligated to count, in 
order to bind each one properly. Thus, "All you males shall 
appear" (Shemot 23:17), for the males are obligated to appear, but 
not the women. This is because the secret of the Covenant is in the 
Male but not in the Female. Since the secret is above IN THE MALE, 
IN ZEIR ANPIN, women are not obligated.
 

 

67. Here, we have learned a secret: throughout the seven supernal 
days OF ZEIR ANPIN, one of the lower days OF MALCHUT becomes 
holy. This lower day OF MALCHUT is called a week, because it is 
sanctified from the seven supernal days. Similarly, it is so for each 
and every seven of these fifty supernal days, until (but not including) 
THE FIFTIETH DAY, MEANING THAT THE FIFTIETH DAY IS NOT 
INCLUDED AMONG THOSE WHICH AMEND THE LOWER DAYS. 
When there are 49 supernal days present, then below, IN MALCHUT, 
HER seven days are sanctified, BECAUSE EACH DAY IS AMENDED 
BY SEVEN SUPERNAL DAYS. FOR THROUGH CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT OF CHESED OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, CHESED OF MALCHUT IS AMENDED AND THROUGH 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND 
MALCHUT OF GVURAH OF ZEIR ANPIN, GVURAH OF MALCHUT IS 
AMENDED, AND SO ON IN THIS MANNER. Each one THAT IS 
AMENDED IN MALCHUT is called a week, because it enters into 
those seven SUPERNAL DAYS. Therefore, it is written: "Seven 
complete Shabbatot shall there be," (Vayikra 23:15), WHICH 
INDICATES THE SEVEN LOWER DAYS, WHICH ARE CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT OF 
MALCHUT, AS EACH ONE IS CALLED A 'WEEK'. Because they are 
female, BEING THE SEVEN SFIROT OF MALCHUT, the Torah uses 
the feminine suffix FOR THEM, AS IS WRITTEN: "SEVEN COMPLETE 
SHABBATOT SHALL THERE BE" (FEM.).
 

 

68. When THE SEVEN SFIROT OF MALCHUT are sanctified through 
them, THE 49 SUPERNAL SFIROT, the House, WHICH IS THE SEVEN 
SFIROT OF MALCHUT THAT WERE NOT CORRECTED DURING THE 
FIRST NIGHT OF PESACH, is prepared so a wife would unite with her 
husband, NAMELY, SO MALCHUT WOULD JOIN WITH ZEIR ANPIN. 
Then it is called Shavuot (holiday of weeks',) after the females, 
MEANING THE SEVEN SFIROT OF MALCHUT THAT ARE CALLED 
'SEVEN WEEKS', AS MENTIONED ABOVE, over which the supernal 
days dwell, WHICH ARE THE 49 DAYS OF ZEIR ANPIN, through 
which they are sanctified. Therefore, it is written "in your (feast of) 
weeks" (Bemidbar 28:26), WHICH MEANS that they are yours. It is 
not written 'in the feast of weeks', BECAUSE JUST AS THE SEVEN 
SFIROT OF MALCHUT WERE SANCTIFIED, WHICH ARE CALLED 
'WEEKS', Yisrael below were also sanctified with them, BECAUSE 
YISRAEL BELOW DEPEND UPON THE SANCTIFICATION OF 
MALCHUT, FROM WHOM THEY RECEIVE; THEREFORE, IT SAYS: 
"IN YOUR WEEKS."
 

 

69. When we reach 49 days, that supernal day which is above them, 
the fiftieth day, WHICH IS BINAH, rules over the 49 days - NAMELY 
THE 49 SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, which are the secret of the entirety 
of the Torah, MEANING ZEIR ANPIN THAT IS CALLED 'TORAH', that 
has 49 aspects. Then the supernal day, WHICH IS the fiftieth day, 
BINAH, by means of the awakening of the lower beings, produces 
the Torah - WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, MEANING THE MOCHIN OF HIS 
THREE FIRST SFIROT, which is the entirety of the 49 aspects 
CORRECTED THROUGH THE COUNTING OF THE 49 DAYS.
 

 

 
 
8. "Even the sparrow has found a home" 
Rabbi Elazar continues the theme of Binah, the fiftieth day, and the creation of the Torah. The sparrows alluded to in the title verse are the birds of 
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the sky, the ultimate meaning of which is 'freedom'. 'Freedom' alludes to Binah and 'sparrow' to Malchut. Since freedom emerges from the fiftieth 
year, Binah, the Torah that emerges from Binah is called 'freedom'. We are told that Upper freedom is Binah or Jubilee, and Lower freedom is 
Malchut or the Sabbatical Year - but both are as one.

70. Rabbi Elazar opened the discussion, saying: "Even the sparrow 
has found a home, and the swallow (Heb. dror) a nest for herself, 
where she may lay her young. Your altars..." (Tehilim 84:4). "Even 
the sparrow has found a home": these are the birds of the sky. Some 
of them nest outside and some of them nest in an abode, THE 
DWELLING PLACE OF A MAN, like the swallow (Heb. dror) that is a 
bird that places its nest in the home of any man and has no fear. 
Why? Because everyone calls it 'dror'. What is dror? It is freedom, as 
it is written: "And proclaim liberty (Heb. dror)" (Vayikra 25:10) in its 
Aramaic translation, freedom. Such is the swallow, from the day it 
nests in the house and has young, it lives (Heb. dar) in the house 
fifty days, and then they separate from each other. This is the bird 
that is called 'dror', WHICH MEANS freedom, WHICH ALLUDES TO 
BINAH AND MALCHUT IS CALLED SPARROW.
 

 

71. Come and behold: it is written, "And you shall hallow the fiftieth 
year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land" (Vayikra 25:10). 
THE FIFTIETH YEAR IS BINAH, for from here freedom emerges to 
everyone. Because freedom emerges from it, the Torah that emerges 
FROM BINAH is called 'freedom' (Heb. cherut). Therefore, it is 
written: "engraved (Heb. charut) on the tablets" (Shemot 32:16). Do 
not pronounce it 'charut', but rather "cherut," for this is the Torah 
that is called 'freedom', because whatever this supernal day, WHICH 
IS BINAH, brings forth is called 'freedom' and it is freedom for all. 
That day is supernal freedom, because there is upper freedom and 
lower freedom, MEANING upper Hei, WHICH IS BINAH, and lower 
Hei, WHICH IS MALCHUT. Upper freedom and lower freedom, which 
are Sabbatical year, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and Jubilee, WHICH IS 
BINAH, are as one, MEANING THAT THEY CLOTHE EACH OTHER. 
AND THEN BINAH IS CALLED 'UPPER FREEDOM' AND MALCHUT 
'LOWER FREEDOM'.
  

 
 
9. The bread of the first fruits 
We learn that two types of bread were eaten by Yisrael: when they left Egypt they ate matzah, the bread from Malchut; when they were in the 
wilderness they ate manna, the bread from heaven, Zeir Anpin. The question is asked why, now that Yisrael merited the higher bread, was leavened 
bread not abolished entirely? Why was the offering of the first fruits leavened bread? Rabbi Shimon explains that as soon as Yisrael had eaten 
matzah, leavened bread could no longer harm them. The chametz is burned on the altar and can have no power over Yisrael. When God gave the 
Torah to Yisrael He had them taste the supernal bread, manna, through which they knew and observed the teachings of the Torah. After these 
explanations Rabbi Shimon and his companions meet an old man holding a boy by the hand.

72. Two types of bread were eaten by Yisrael: when they left Egypt, 
they ate matzah, the bread of affliction, WHICH IS BREAD FROM 
MALCHUT. And in the wilderness they ate bread from heaven, 
WHICH IS THE BREAD OF ZEIR ANPIN, THAT IS CALLED 'HEAVEN', 
as it is written: "Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for 
you" (Shemot 16:4). Therefore, the offering of this day OF THE 
FEAST OF WEEKS is bread, and all the other offerings were offered 
with the bread. The bread is the main part, as is written: "And you 
shall offer with the bread seven lambs..." (Vayikra 23:18), "You shall 
bring out of your habitations two wave loaves" (Ibid. 17). For this is 
the bread with which Yisrael became wise with the supernal Wisdom 
of the Torah, and entered its ways.
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73. We should now observe that during Pesach, Yisrael came away 
from the bread that is called 'chametz', as it is written: "And there 
shall no leavened bread (Heb. chametz) be seen" (Shemot 13:7), and: 
"For whoever eats that which is leavened" (Shemot 12:19). What is 
the reason THAT THEY ABANDONED CHAMETZ? It is because of the 
honor of the bread that is called 'matzah'. HE ASKS: Now that Yisrael 
merited a higher bread, THE BREAD OF ZEIR ANPIN, would it not 
have been proper for the chametz to be abolished and not be seen at 
all? Why was the offering OF THE FIRST FRUITS BREAD chametz, as 
it is written: "they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baked with 
leaven" (Vayikra 23:17). Also on this day, the Evil Inclination was 
negated, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF CHAMETZ, as the Torah, that is 
called 'freedom', was available. WHY THEN DID THEY BRING 
CHAMETZ?
 

 

74. HE ANSWERS: THIS IS SIMILAR to a king who had an only son 
who became ill. One day he wished to eat. They said: Let the king's 
son take this medicine, but before he eats it, no food whatsoever 
should be in the house. They did so. After he had taken the 
medicine, they said: From now on he may eat whatever he desires 
and it will do him no harm.
 

 

75. Similarly, when Yisrael left Egypt, they did not know the essence 
and secret of Faith. The Holy One, blessed be He, let Yisrael taste 
medicine, but while they take this medicine, no other food should be 
visible to them, NAMELY CHAMETZ. As soon as they had eaten 
matzah, which is a curative to aid in coming into and knowing the 
secret of Faith, WHICH IS MALCHUT, the Holy One, blessed be He, 
said: 'From now on, chametz is suitable for them and they may eat it, 
because it can no longer harm them'. And more so on the day of 
Shavuot, when the supernal bread OF ZEIR ANPIN is present, which 
is a complete cure!
 

 

76. Therefore, we offer chametz, WHICH IS THE EVIL INCLINATION, 
to be burnt on the altar, MEANING THROUGH THE OFFERINGS THAT 
ARE OFFERED ON THE ALTAR. Two other loaves of bread are 
offered BY WAVING THEM together. 'OTHERS' MEANS IN ADDITION 
TO THE OFFERINGS. The chametz, WHICH IS THE EVIL 
INCLINATION, is burned in the fire on the altar, THROUGH THE 
OFFERINGS, and cannot have power over nor harm Yisrael. 
Therefore, Yisrael cleave to the Holy One, blessed be He, on this day 
through the remedy of Torah. If Yisrael observed those two types of 
bread, NAMELY MATZAH AND THE HOLY SUPERNAL BREAD OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, they would never be punished.
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77. The day of Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year), which is the 
Day of Judgment, is only for those who did not take the medicine, 
WHICH IS MATZOT, and abandoned the remedy of Torah. FOR 
THROUGH THESE TWO REMEDIES the other food IS FIXED, which is 
chametz. On this day of Rosh Hashanah, that chametz ascends and 
accuses the person and slanders him, and is on this day an Accuser 
of the world. The Holy One, blessed be He, sits in Judgment over 
everything and judges the world.
 

 

78. Because of this, when the Holy One, blessed be He, gave the 
Torah to Yisrael, He had them taste that supernal bread from that 
place, MALCHUT. Through that bread, they knew and observed the 
secrets of the Torah so as to walk the right way, and the friends have 
already explained these matters through these secrets, as we have 
said.
 

 

79. Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi Elazar, his son, were traveling on the 
road accompanied by Rabbi Aba and Rabbi Yosi. While they were 
walking, they met an old man who was holding a young boy by the 
hand. Rabbi Shimon raised his eyes and saw him. He said to Rabbi 
Aba: assuredly this old man has new ideas for us.
 

 

80. When they reached him, Rabbi Shimon said to him: Why do you 
come with a load tied to your back - MEANING, DO YOU NOT HAVE 
A DONKEY TO CARRY YOUR LOAD? Who are you? He said to him: I 
am a Jew. RABBI SHIMON said to him: You must definitely have 
certain new matters with you today. RABBI SHIMON said to him: 
Where is your country? He said to him: I used to live among those 
who retired to the wilderness, for I was endeavoring there in the 
Torah. Now, I have come to civilization to sit in the shadow of the 
Holy One, blessed be He, during the days of this seventh month.
 

 

81. Rabbi Shimon rejoiced and said: Let us sit, because certainly the 
Holy One, blessed be He, has sent you to us. He said to him: upon 
your life, we shall hear a word from your mouth of those new yet old 
matters that you planted there, in the wilderness, concerning this 
seventh month. Why did you leave the wilderness to come to 
civilization? The old sage said to him: From this question I know that 
you possess wisdom and your words reach the firmament of 
Wisdom.
 

 

 
 
10. "And in the wilderness, where you have seen" 
The old sage speaks about the reason that God led Yisrael into the powerful wilderness, the domain of Samael, when they left Egypt. Had they not 
sinned, God would have crushed Samael so he would have had no power, but because they sinned they spent forty years in the wilderness to fulfill 
the verse, "And you shall bruise his heel." We are told that the only light is that light which comes out of the darkness. There is no service of God 
except from out of darkness, and no good except from out of evil. Overall perfection is good and evil together that rise to the good afterward.
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82. The old sage opened the discussion, saying: "And in the 
wilderness, where you have seen how that Hashem your Elohim bore 
you, as a man bears his son..." (Devarim 1:31). This passage should 
have said, 'And in the wilderness, where He bore you'. Why does it 
say, "where you have seen"? HE ANSWERS: The Holy One, blessed 
be He, spoke to Yisrael in the wilderness, a potent wilderness, as is 
written: "venomous serpents, and scorpions..." (Devarim 8:15). This 
wilderness is more potent than any wilderness in the world. What is 
the reason THAT HE LED YISRAEL THERE?
 

 

83. HE ANSWERS: When the children of Yisrael left Egypt and 
reached the number of 600,000, the Holy Malchut was strengthened 
and rose above everything, and the moon, THAT IS MALCHUT, 
shone. Then the Evil Malchut, the Other Side, was subdued and the 
Holy One, blessed be He, took YISRAEL into the powerful 
wilderness, which is the place and the domain of evil Samael, his 
very own, in order to break his power and strength, crush his head 
and subdue him, so he will have no power. If the children of Yisrael 
had not sinned, the Holy One, blessed be He, planned to remove him 
from the world. Therefore, He caused YISRAEL to actually pass 
through his inheritance, lot, and portion.
 

 

84. Since they sinned many times, the snake bit them, and then was 
fulfilled: "He will bruise your head" (Beresheet 3:15). That is, the 
children of Yisrael hit his head first, but did not know how to guard 
themselves from him. Afterward, the snake bit them, and they all fell 
in the wilderness, and, "And you shall bruise his heel" (Ibid.), was 
fulfilled. For forty years were they smitten by him, corresponding to 
the forty lashes decreed by court of law.
 

 

85. Therefore, it is written: "where you have seen," because they saw 
with their own eyes the landlord of the wilderness walking, bound, 
before them, and they took his possession and lot. Whence do we 
know this? From the verse: "Then the chiefs of Edom shall be 
amazed" (Shemot 15:15), who are the venomous serpents and 
scorpions. We too retired from civilization to go into the potent 
wilderness to be occupied there with Torah, in order to subdue that 
side.
 

 

86. The words of Torah become clear only there and the only light is 
that which comes out of the darkness. When this side is subdued, 
the Holy One, blessed be He, rises, and His glory becomes greater. 
There is no service of the Holy One, blessed be He, except from out 
of darkness and no good except from out of evil. When a person 
enters the evil way and then leaves it, the Holy One, blessed be He, 
rises in His glory. Therefore, overall perfection is good and evil 
together and rising to the good afterward. The only good is good 
that emerges from evil, and through this good the glory OF THE 
HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, is elevated. This is perfect service.
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87. We have dwelt there throughout the year until now in order to 
subdue that Side in the wilderness. Now that the time for the holy 
service of the side of Holiness has come, we return to civilization, for 
the service OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, is there. And also, 
now, during Rosh Hashanah, the time has arrived for that serpent to 
request Judgment before the Holy One, blessed be He. He rules 
there in the wilderness. Therefore, we left it and came to civilization.
 

 

 
 
11. "Blow a Shofar at the new moon" 
The old sage continues by saying that at the new moon, on the feast day, Harsh Judgment awakens and strengthens the Other Side; then the whole 
world is under Judgment, as the moon, Malchut, radiates no light. All the acts of correction that preserve the worlds arise from the lower beings if 
their deeds are correct; if they are not, Malchut remains without illumination until the wicked are separated from the righteous, and then Judgment 
awakens. We learn that God gave the Shofar to Yisrael in order to break the covering on the moon that prevents it from shining; the sound of the 
Shofar arouses Mercy below and Binah above. The upper world, Binah, always gives to the lower world, Malchut, according to its present state, so 
human gladness below draws supernal gladness. The old sage says that on Yom Kippur Malchut lights up with a supernal illumination from the light 
of the World to Come, Binah.

88. The old sage opened the discussion, saying: "Blow a Shofar at 
the new moon, at the full moon (lit. 'the covering') on our feast 
day" (Tehilim 81:4). Now is the time for the supernal Harsh Judgment 
to awaken. When it awakens, the Other Side is strengthened by it. 
Once the Other Side grows strong, it rises and covers the moon, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, so it does not radiate any light but is filled 
from the aspect of Judgment. Then the whole world is under 
Judgment, both higher and lower beings, and a proclamation is 
issued throughout all the firmaments: "Prepare the Throne of 
Judgment for the Master over everything, for He wishes to Judge."
 

 

89. There is a secret here, which shone upon us in the wilderness. 
Why did supernal Judgment awaken on this day? HE ANSWERS: All 
the precious secrets and holy acts stem from the seventh, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, and that supernal seventh, which is the supernal world 
that is called 'the World to Come', NAMELY BINAH. All the candles, 
sanctifications and blessings shine ON MALCHUT from there. When 
the time arrives to renew the blessings and holy acts so they will 
shine, one should observe the corrections of all the worlds, IN 
ORDER TO RENEW THE BLESSINGS AND SANCTIFICATIONS. All 
the acts of correction that preserve the worlds rise from the lower 
beings if their deeds are suitable. If they are not right, MALCHUT 
remains without illumination until the wicked are separated from the 
righteous, and then Judgment awakens.
 

 

90. From that Judgment, the Other Side is strengthened, and the 
Accuser is present so that the wicked be given over to him, for it is 
written of him: "And searches out all perfection" (Iyov 28:3), and 
covers the moon so it will not shine. Why does He not give over THE 
WICKED to the Accuser? Because the Holy One, blessed be He, 
does not wish to destroy the works of His hands.
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91. In the Other Side there is a hard Klipah that is impossible to 
break, except with the counsel the Holy One, blessed be He, gave the 
children of Yisrael, as written: "Blow a Shofar at the new moon, at 
the full moon (lit. 'the covering') on our feast day" (Tehilim 81:4) in 
order to break that cover with which the moon is covered, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, so it does not shine.
 

 

92. When the children of Yisrael awaken below by the blow of the 
shofar, the sound that emanates from the Shofar blasts the air and 
splits firmaments until it rises to that hard rock, NAMELY THE 
OTHER SIDE, that covers the moon. It observes and brings forth an 
awakening of Mercy. Then THE OTHER SIDE that rises and remains 
above COVERING THE MOON is confounded. That sound stands and 
removes that Judgment FROM MALCHUT. Since Mercy has 
awakened below, IN MALCHUT, another supernal shofar also 
awakens above, WHICH IS BINAH, and produces a sound, NAMELY 
THE MOCHIN OF ZEIR ANPIN THAT IS CALLED 'SOUND', which is 
Mercy. Sound meets sound, mercy meets mercy, because by the 
lower awakening there is also an awakening above.
 

 

93. You may ask how a sound below or an awakening below awaken 
THAT WHICH CORRESPONDS TO IT ABOVE. Come and behold: the 
Lower World, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is always ready to receive and is 
called a 'precious stone'. The Upper World, WHICH IS BINAH, gives it 
according to its state. If its state is of a shiny countenance from 
below, in the same manner it is shone upon from above, but if it is in 
sadness, it is correspondingly given Judgment.
 

 

94. Similarly, "Serve Hashem with gladness" (Tehilim 100:2), 
because human gladness draws another, supernal gladness. Thus, 
just as the Lower World, NAMELY MALCHUT, is crowned, so it draws 
from above. Therefore, the children of Yisrael are early to rouse with 
the shofar a sound, which is combined of fire, water and air - 
NAMELY, THE CENTRAL COLUMN, WHICH IS COMBINED OF THREE 
COLUMNS. They become one, which rises and strikes that precious 
stone that is colored with these three colors - WHICH ARE WHITE, 
RED AND GREEN, WHICH ARE THREE COLUMNS COMBINED in this 
sound - and then it draws from above as it deserves.
 

 

95. Once MALCHUT has been perfected with this sound FROM 
BELOW, Mercy emerges from above and dwells upon Her, and She 
becomes included in Mercy from below and above. Then the Other 
Side is confounded, and its power is weakened and it cannot accuse. 
This precious stone, WHICH IS MALCHUT, remains with radiant 
countenance in every direction, with illumination from below and 
illumination from above.
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96. When does She remain with the illumination from above? On 
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement), for on Yom Kippur that precious 
stone is lit up, NAMELY MALCHUT, with a supernal illumination from 
the light of the world to come, WHICH IS BINAH. Then the children of 
Yisrael prepare a goat and send it to this potent wilderness, which 
rules over it.
 

 

 
 
12. The Kingdom of Heaven is divided by two points 
We are told that the central point of the desolate world is the Other Side, and the central point of the inhabited world is the holy side, where 
Jerusalem is found. The Kingdom of Heaven stands on two points: one is Jerusalem, and the other is the terrestrial Garden of Eden. In the middle of 
that Garden is a hidden point into which a pillar is inserted from below; from there water flows that separates to the four directions of the world.

97. That Other Side is the central point of the portion of the desolate 
world, because the Other Side has power over all destruction and 
desolation THAT IS IN THE WORLD. The central point of that portion 
of the inhabited world is the holy side, WHICH IS MALCHUT. 
Therefore, Jerusalem is in the center of the inhabited world, WHICH 
IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT.
 

 

98. The Kingdom of Heaven, the side of Holiness, is divided by two 
points: one of its own, and another that it received from the world to 
come, WHICH IS BINAH, WHICH IS a supernal, hidden point. 
Therefore, the kingdom stands on two points. Its own point is under 
it, which is Jerusalem, which is the center of the whole civilization. 
The hidden point that it received from supernal Ima, the World to 
Come, is the terrestrial Garden of Eden that is located in the center 
of the world in all its aspects, those of desolation and habitation, and 
all the aspects of the world.
 

 

99. Therefore, in the middle of the Garden of Eden there is a supernal 
point, covered and concealed, since it is unknown. A pillar is 
inserted from below up within that point, and from there gushes 
water that separates to the four directions of the world. So we find 
that there are three points in the world one on top of the other, like 
the three points in the Torah!
 

 

 
 
13. Two goats 
The old sage wonders why Yisrael sent two goats for sacrifice: one for Azazel in the wilderness, and one to God. Rabbi Shimon explains that the 
Slanderer will think he ate from His meal and will not know of the other joyous meal prepared for God and those He loved. Even when Yisrael are in 
exile, when they pray Malchut ascends before God on Yom Kippur and asks mercy for her children; then God declares all His vengeance against 
Edom, and the Slanderer is removed from the world. Because of this, the children of Yisrael are free and joyful. Rabbi Shimon tells why a young goat 
is sacrificed rather than a grown one. He speaks about 'atonement' (Kippur) and says that it is so called because it cleanses all impurity from a 
person so that God forgives him. We read that there are five deprivations on Yom Kippur - eating and drinking, washing, anointing, wearing shoes, 
and having marital relations. These deprivations are so that the person may be helped by the five supernal aspects - Chesed, Gvurah, Tiferet, 
Netzach and Hod.
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100. Come and behold: Yisrael sent the goat to Azazel, to the 
wilderness, so as to give a portion to the Other Side with which to be 
occupied. You may ask why there are two goats here, one for 
Hashem and one for the Other Side. It is understandable TO SEND 
the goat of the Other Side TO AZAZEL, but why the goat to Hashem?
 

 

101. HE ANSWERS: IT IS SIMILAR to a king who was angry with his 
son. He summoned a bailiff, who regularly meted out justice to 
people, in order to come and punish his son. The bailiff rejoiced and 
entered the king's palace to eat there. As soon as the son saw him, 
he thought: Certainly, the only reason this bailiff has come to my 
father's palace is because the king is angry with me. What did he 
do? He tried to please him. Once he pleased him, the king ordered a 
magnificent feast for himself and his son, and commanded that the 
bailiff would not know of it. Afterward, the bailiff came. The king 
thought: Now if he knows of the grand feast that I prepared for my 
son and myself, there will be confusion at the table. What did he do? 
He called the butler in charge over the feast and told him, 'prepare 
something to put before me and the bailiff, so that the bailiff would 
think that he dined with me, and would not know about that other 
precious feast for me and my son. He would then take that portion 
and leave, and disengage from our joyous feast.' If the king had not 
done this, that bailiff would not have left the king's palace.
 

 

102. So did the Holy One, blessed be He, say to Yisrael: 'Prepare two 
goats, one for Me and one for that Slanderer', NAMELY THE OTHER 
SIDE, 'so that he will think that he ate from My meal and will not 
know of the other, our own joyous meal. Let him take that portion 
and go his way and depart from My house.' Since supernal Ima, 
which is the World to Come, NAMELY BINAH, came to dwell in the 
sanctuary of the Lower World, to observe it with a radiant face, it is 
only right that the slanderer would not be present, nor the plaintiffs, 
when He takes out all the blessings and illuminates everything. And 
all manner of freedom is available IN MALCHUT, and Yisrael receive 
those blessings.
 

 

103. When the world to come, WHICH IS BINAH, enters the sanctuary 
of the Lower World, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and the Lower World 
rejoices in its children in that magnificent feast THAT IS DRAWN 
FROM BINAH, then BINAH blesses the table. All the worlds are 
blessed and every kind of joy and shining face are present there. 
This is what is written: "that you may be clean...before 
Hashem" (Vayikra 16:30).
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104. It is written: "And Aaron shall cast lots on the two goats; one lot 
for Hashem and the other lot for Azazel" (Ibid. 8). This is the joy of 
the Slanderer, that the Holy One, blessed be He, casts lots with him 
and invites him TO TAKE THE SCAPEGOAT. But he does not realize 
that He pours a flaming fire on his head and on his people, as is 
written: "For You will heap coals of fire upon his head" (Mishlei 
25:22).
 

 

105. You may derive this FROM THE PASSAGE: "Even Ester the 
queen let no one come in with the king to the banquet that she 
prepared but myself" (Esther 5:12), and: "Then Haman went out that 
day joyful and with a glad heart" (Ibid. 9) with that portion that he 
received, and went his way. Afterward, when the Supernal King came 
to the Queen's palace, the Queen asked for Herself, for Her children 
and for the people of the King.
 

 

106. Even when the children of Yisrael are in exile and pray daily, 
MALCHUT ascends on this day, YOM KIPPUR, before the King and 
asks for Her children. Then all vengeance that the Holy One, blessed 
be He, is going to bring against Edom are decreed, and it is decreed 
how this Slanderer will be removed from this world, as is written: 
"He will destroy death forever" (Yeshayah 25:8).
 

 

107. Bear in mind that it is written about the time of exile: "For we 
are sold, I and my people...since the affliction would not have 
equaled the king's damage" (Esther 7:4). What is "the king's 
damage?" It is as you say, "And cut off our name from the earth, and 
what will You do for Your Great Name?" (Yehoshua 7:9) because the 
Great Name will no longer be maintained, and this is the king's 
damage!
 

 

108. "Then Haman - WHO IS THE OTHER SIDE - was struck with 
terror before the king and the queen" (Esther 7:6). Then every 
shining face and every joy is present, and the children of Yisrael go 
out free on that day - YOM KIPPUR. From that day and onward, 
freedom and joy openly rule over them and He wishes to rejoice with 
them. From here on, just as a portion is given TO THE OTHER SIDE, 
so that he shall depart FROM YISRAEL, a portion is also given to the 
other nations, so that they depart FROM YISRAEL below.
 

 

109. Come and behold: what is the secret meaning of offering a goat 
rather than something else? Why is it that on the first day of the 
month we offer a goat, and also here ON YOM KIPPUR? If you say 
that it is because the goat is of its aspect, it is well, but why not an 
adult goat (Heb. ez), BUT A YOUNG GOAT (HEB. SEIR), WHICH IS 
SMALL?
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110. HE ANSWERS: This is needed, NAMELY JUST A GOAT, and it is 
known to all those who perform witchcraft, who perform it only with 
that which has not yet mated with a female. Therefore, all the young 
goats, which have not yet mated with a female, are among its 
species OF THE OTHER SIDE. AND THE REASON IS THAT A 
STRANGE EL IS STERILE AND PRODUCES NO FRUIT. But a grown 
goat has already mated with a female AND PRODUCED FRUIT. 
THEREFORE, IT IS NOT IN THE PORTION OF THE OTHER SIDE. 
Since THE OTHER SIDE is a king, AS IS WRITTEN, "AN OLD AND 
FOOLISH KING" (KOHELET 4:13), in its honor, A YOUNG GOAT is 
given, one that never mated with a female, and did not give of his 
strength to another, OF HIS OWN KIND, AS MENTIONED. And each 
sorcerer who performs these functions knows this. Therefore, they 
lay all their sins on that young goat.
 

 

111. Come and behold: even though the young goat is the portion of 
the Other Side, there is a secret here, FOR IN THE SIDE OF 
IMPURITY the lower the aspects, the greater their impurity, and the 
more the lower grades descend, the greater is their impurity. 
Therefore, the portion OF THE OTHER SIDE is greater in a grown 
goat, because its hairs hang DOWN more than any other animal, just 
as their Judgments stem below in impurity. The impurity of this evil 
kingdom, which is the king of the entire Other Side is clearer AND 
MORE REFINED, and is not as completely impure as the lower ones. 
Therefore, it is given a young goat (Heb. seir, lit. 'hairy') whose hair 
does not hang DOWN, and is not smooth. It is not smooth because 
of its impurity, but the hair does not hang downward, so that the 
impurity shall not grow strong, like these lower GRADES OF THE 
OTHER SIDE. Therefore, it is surely a young goat, and nothing else.
 

 

112. HE ASKS: Why is it called 'atonement' (Heb. kippur)? HE 
ANSWERS: Because it cleanses all impurity and removes it from 
before Him on this day. Therefore, it is called 'Yom Kippur', WHICH 
MEANS a day of cleansing. Thus we call it. It is written: "For on that 
day will He forgive you, to cleanse you" (Vayikra 16:30). HE ASKS: 
Why does it say, "for on that day"? It should have said, 'for this day'. 
HE ANSWERS: Because the celestial Temple, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
was purified and lit up. Therefore, it is written: "For on that day will 
He forgive you," WHICH MEANS He shall forgive and cleanse first 
this day, NAMELY MALCHUT, so that He may purify and forgive you 
afterwards.
 

 

113. Another EXPLANATION: He shall forgive on that day, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, and cleanse it first. The only reason it needs to be 
cleansed is "you", that is, for your sake it needs to be cleansed and 
purified first. "He shall forgive", HE ASKS: Who shall forgive. AND 
HE ANSWERS: it is the Upper World, WHICH IS BINAH that 
illuminates and cleanses everything. Therefore, all the evil aspects, 
which are called 'the depths of the sea', are removed. As these 
depths of the sea are drooping down, so are the hairs OF THE 
YOUNG GOAT, which pertains to its side, NAMELY THE OTHER 
SIDE. The hairs of that Side are not smooth, BUT ARE COARSE, 
WHICH ALLUDES TO JUDGMENTS.
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114. Similarly, it is written: "And he shall make atonement for the 
holy place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Yisrael, 
and because of their transgression in all their sins" (Vayikra 16:16), 
meaning that the Accuser will not have power over them. Therefore, 
on Yom Kippur, which is the wiping away of all the sins and their 
cleansing, Yisrael should purify themselves and walk barefoot like 
the lofty angels. THERE ARE five deprivations ON YOM KIPPUR, 
WHICH ARE EATING AND DRINKING, WASHING, ANOINTING, 
WEARING SHOES AND MARITAL RELATIONS, in order to be helped 
by five supernal aspects, WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, AND HOD, which Yom Kippur, WHICH IS BINAH, brought 
forth, and which are its gates.
 

 

115. If drinking is considered as a separate deprivation, then there 
are six deprivations, because drinking is from the side of Isaac, 
WHICH IS GVURAH, AND EATING IS FROM THE SIDE OF ABRAHAM, 
WHICH IS CHESED. THIS IS WHY THEY ARE TWO, even though 
drinking is included in eating, so then they are six. The last 
deprivation is marital relations and is located in the sixth level, 
WHICH IS YESOD, and corresponding to it we perform the 
deprivation.
 

 

 
 
14. "On the tenth day of this seventh month" 
The old sage explains why the Yom Kippur is on the tenth day. We learn of the seventy years that apply to everyone. We learn that on Yom Kippur 
one must not reveal his sins to another, because the accusers may use it against him, and besides, it is shameless to reveal one's sins - it is a 
desecration of God's Holy Name. The seventh month is God's, but He gave it to Yisrael as a revelation. This entire month is from the Upper World, 
Binah; therefore it is covered because the Upper World is in concealment. On the fifteenth day of the month, it is revealed, since everything 
becomes revealed with the fullness of the moon. From this day the Sfirot descend to the secret of the Lower World, Malchut. The old sage and Rabbi 
Shimon discuss the question of who passed Judgment on the world on Rosh Hashanah, and why Malchut judges only those who are twenty years 
of age or older.

116. It is written: "On the tenth day (Heb. be'asor) of this seventh 
month" (Bemidbar 29:7), and: "Also on the tenth day of this 
month" (Vayikra 23:27). HE ASKS WHY IT IS WRITTEN "be'asor" (lit. 
'on day ten') when it should say 'tenth'. Why "ten?" HE ANSWERS: It 
is because now, on this day, all the high grades come upon each 
other, MEANING THAT THE TEN SFIROT THAT HAVE THREE FIRST 
SFIROT ARE DRAWN FROM IMA to rest upon the moon, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, to shine on it. And they all pertain to the secret of ten so 
they add up to a hundred, BECAUSE TEN TIMES TEN EQUALS A 
HUNDRED. When it is based on the secret of a hundred, MEANING 
THAT IT HAS FIRST THREE SFIROT, then it is all one, FOR 
MALCHUT IS ONE WITH IMA. And BOTH are called 'the Day of 
Atonement'. Therefore, it is written, "on day ten (Heb. asor)", WHICH 
IS DERIVED FROM THE WORD 'SOURCE', as written, 
"Remember" (Shemot 20:8) and "Keep" (Devarim 5:12). THIS IS 
BECAUSE 'TENTH' (HEB. ASIRI) MEANS AN ALLUSION TO 
MALCHUT ONLY, WHICH IS THE TENTH SFIRAH, BUT "TEN", WHICH 
IS DERIVED FROM 'SOURCE', INDICATES ALL TEN SFIROT 
TOGETHER. For they all come FROM IMA in order to multiply by ten 
EVERY SFIRAH and shine by means of ten - NAMELY, ALSO 
INCLUDING THE THREE FIRST SFIROT.
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117. The old sage turned towards Rabbi Shimon and said to him: I 
know that you have a question about this passage, "On the tenth day 
of this month". Rabbi Shimon said to him: Certainly, "on day ten," 
WHAT YOU SAID, THAT IT POINTS TO TEN is fitting. But if it is so, 
why does it add up to a hundred? From the passage, it seems that it 
all adds up only to seventy, for it is written: "On day ten of this 
seventh month..." And when you multiply seven by ten, it equals 
seventy. He said to him: For this did I turn to you, because I know 
you are a wise man.
 

 

118. Come and behold: there are two secrets here. The first is that 
the moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is called 'the seventh month' and 
therefore the seventh month is called 'ten', AS IT SAYS, "ON DAY 
TEN OF THIS SEVENTH MONTH." This is because they shine on it 
tenfold, MEANING TEN SFIROT, AND TEN TIMES TEN equals a 
hundred. THERE IS another SECRET HERE, because what you said, 
THAT "TEN" INDICATES MULTIPLYING SEVEN BY TEN, assuredly 
amounts to seventy on that day, IN SUCH A MANNER, that it is both 
in the level of seventy and in the level of a hundred. IT IS in the level 
of a hundred in order to make it whole WITH THE THREE FIRST 
SFIROT and shine on it; AND IT IS in the level of seventy because on 
this day MALCHUT receives all Yisrael in order to judge them. They 
are all in the soul rather than in the body, because on this day the 
soul is afflicted but not the body, as is written: "And you shall afflict 
your souls" (Vayikra 23:27), and, "for whatever person (lit. 'soul') 
shall not be afflicted" (Ibid. 29). For that day takes all the souls, and 
they are under its authority. Had it not been of the secret of seventy, 
it would not have authority over the souls, because souls are 
maintained by means of seventy, as it is written: "The days of our 
years are seventy" (Tehilim 90:10).
 

 

119. You may argue that the souls of the children have not 
completed seventy years, AND SAY that MALCHUT has no power 
over them. HE ANSWERS: Certainly, She has power over them, but 
not completely, as over one who merited for many days the 
commandments of the Torah. Even so, the seventy years apply to 
everyone, BOTH CHILDREN AND OLD PEOPLE. Of this we learned of 
'Both the one who increases and the one who decreases'. What is 
'one'? It is the unification of seventy years, of he who increases, 
NAMELY THE OLD, and he who decreases, NAMELY THE CHILD.
 

 

120. Therefore, on Yom Kippur, MALCHUT passes through all these 
seventy, and this level is completed with all THE SFIROT, FOR EACH 
SFIRAH OF THE SEVEN SFIROT ACQUIRED THE ASPECT OF FIRST 
THREE SFIROT AND THEY BECOME TEN SFIROT. HOWEVER, 
THERE ARE NO INCLUSIVE THREE FIRST SFIROT AND THEREFORE 
THEY ARE SEVENTY. All the souls ascend before Him and He judges 
them with Judgment. The Holy One, blessed be He, has mercy on the 
children of Yisrael on that day. Whoever has not removed the filth 
from his soul to cleanse it, when his prayer ascends on that day it 
sinks into that place that is called 'mud' and 'clay', WHICH ARE 
SAMAEL AND LILIT, and the depths of the sea. HIS PRAYER does 
not ascend to adorn the head of the King.
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121. On this day, a person should not reveal his sins before another, 
because there are many ACCUSERS who take this word, which he 
has revealed and bring it up and testify against that word. As THE 
VERSE SAYS, "From her that lies in your bosom, guard the doors of 
your mouth" (Michah 7:5), surely these ACCUSERS go AFTER HIM 
and study HOW to accuse him and testify against him. BUT IN 
ADDITION TO THIS, he is shameless towards everyone, WHO IS NOT 
ABASHED TO REVEAL HIS SINS, which is a desecration of the Name 
of the Holy One, blessed be He. Therefore, it is written: "Do not let 
your mouth cause your flesh to sin" (Kohelet 5:5).
 

 

122. He opened the discussion, saying: "This month shall be to you 
the beginning of months..." (Shemot 12:2). HE ASKS: Do not all the 
holidays and months belong to the Holy One, blessed be He? WHY 
DOES IT SAY, "THIS MONTH SHALL BE TO YOU"? HE ANSWERS: 
"This month shall be to you," MEANS it is Mine, but I gave it over to 
you. "To you," MEANS that it is revealed, MEANING THAT THE 
LIGHTS ARE REVEALED IN IT FOR YISRAEL, but the seventh month 
is Mine. Therefore, it is covered and not revealed, AS IS WRITTEN: 
"AT THE FULL MOON (LIT. 'COVERED') OF OUR FEAST 
DAY" (TEHILIM 81:4). Your month is according to the sequence OF 
THE ALPHABET, in the order of Aviv (lit. 'Spring'), BECAUSE NISAN 
IS CALLED 'THE MONTH OF AVIV (ALEPH BET YUD BET)'. This is 
Aleph-Bet-Gimel, because Yud-Bet OF AVIV IS THE secret of Gimel, 
BECAUSE THE REDUCED NUMERICAL VALUE OF YUD IS ONE. 
THUS THE LETTERS OF AVIV (ALEPH BET YUD BET) 
NUMERICALLY EQUAL ALEPH BET GIMEL. But the seventh month 
is Mine; therefore ITS NAME STARTS with the last letters OF THE 
ALPHABET, NAMELY TISHREI (TAV-SHIN- RESH-YUD). What is the 
reason? You are IN FORWARD SEQUENCE ALEPH BET GIMEL, 
WHICH IS from below up, NAMELY, THE LETTERS INCREASE IN 
NUMERICAL VALUE, FIRST ALEPH (=ONE) THEN BET (=TWO), ETC. 
But I am IN BACKWARD ORDER TAV-SHIN-RESH-YUD, WHICH IS 
from above down, BECAUSE THE LETTERS DECREASE IN VALUE, 
FIRST TAV (=400), SHIN (=300), AND THEN RESH (=200).
 

 

123. This SEVENTH MONTH is Mine. At the beginning of the month, I 
am covered. On the tenth of the month, I am COVERED because I am 
so during the first five days OF THE MONTH, during the other five 
days, and during the third set of five days. At the beginning of the 
month, I am so, because it is of the five first days. During the tenth 
day of the month, I am so, because it is part of the other five days. 
During the fifteenth day of the month, I am so, because it is part of 
the third five days.
 

 

124. HE ASKS: What is the reason it is so COVERED, THAT IS, UNTIL 
THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH? HE ANSWERS: Because this 
entire month is from the Upper World, MEANING FROM BINAH, and 
the Upper World is under the secret of five at any time. Therefore, 
this month is covered rather than revealed, because the Upper World 
is in concealment and all its aspects are covered. This month is for 
the Holy One, blessed be He, alone AND IS NOT TO YOU. Upon the 
fifteenth day OF THE MONTH, it is revealed. Everything reaches the 
renewal of the moon. THEREFORE, the moon is full and shines from 
supernal Ima, WHICH IS BINAH, and is ready to illuminate 
downwards from the lights above. Therefore, THE FIFTEENTH DAY 
OF THE MONTH is called BY THE NAME first, as is written: "And you 
shall take for yourselves on the first day" (Vayikra 23:40). Until now, 
MEANING UNTIL THE FIFTEENTH DAY, all THE SFIROT were based 
on the secret of the Upper WORLD, WHICH IS BINAH. From THE 
FIFTEENTH DAY, the Sfirot descend to the secret of the Lower 
WORLD, WHICH IS MALCHUT.
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125. Come and behold. The first days BEFORE THE FIFTEENTH OF 
THE MONTH came from the supernal day, NAMELY BINAH, as it is 
the secret of the Upper World, BINAH. HE ASKS: IF SO, who passed 
Judgment on the world ON ROSH HASHANAH? Who, since there is 
no Judgment in this world, except the Judgment of the Lower 
WORLD, which "Elohim of the whole earth shall He be 
called" (Yeshayah 54:5). If you say that the Judgment of the world is 
passed above, IN BINAH, then BINAH would not be called 'the World 
of Freedom', 'a world IN WHICH the lights of all the worlds exist', 'the 
world THAT CONTAINS all life', 'the world of all liberty'. SINCE 
BINAH IS CALLED BY ALL THESE NAMES, HOW CAN YOU SAY 
THAT IT CONTAINS THE JUDGMENT TO JUDGE THE WHOLE 
WORLD? If you say it is derived from the Judgment of Isaac, 
NAMELY THE LEFT COLUMN OF BINAH, THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE, 
because if it aroused Judgment for this world, then the whole world 
could not bear it. For no one can bear this strong, supernal fire OF 
THE LEFT COLUMN OF BINAH except for the lower fire, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, which is a fire that bears fire.
 

 

126. HE ANSWERS: Just as this world OF OURS is the lowest of all 
worlds, so are all its Judgments from the lowest world IN ATZILUT, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, that is CALLED 'Elohim the Judge'. AND HER 
JUDGMENTS are considered supernal Judgment in relation to this 
LOWER World of OURS. THEREFORE, THEY ARE CONSIDERED IN 
RELATION TO US LIKE THE JUDGMENTS OF BINAH, and because 
She is the seventh level OF ZEIR ANPIN, a decree is only issued 
against a man who is twenty years and older.
  

127. That sage looked at Rabbi Shimon and saw that his eyes were 
shedding tears. Rabbi Shimon said: If She is seventh, WHY DOES 
SHE JUDGE THE PERSON of twenty years of age and older? He said 
to him: Blessed is he who speaks to ears that hear.
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128. Come and behold: the lower, terrestrial court of law does not 
pass judgment against a person until he is thirteen years of age. 
What is the reason? It is because they leave seven years for the 
seventh, "Elohim of the whole earth shall He be called" (Yeshayah 
54:5). A person has no authority over the seven, and the seven rest 
upon the thirteen below, which are a throne for it. Therefore, all the 
decrees and all the Judgments of below come from the lower seven, 
which sum it to twenty years.
 

 

129. The Judgment of the world on Rosh Hashanah is carried 
through this level that actually stands in Judgment over Her children 
in this world in order to be purified for the Higher World. She has no 
assistance to rise and be purified except from the lower beings, 
NAMELY THAT THEY SHOULD REPENT AND RAISE MAYIM NUKVIN 
('FEMALE WATERS').
 

 

 
 
15. Four kinds 
Rabbi Shimon and the old sage discuss the verse, "And you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of the tree hadar," saying that "hadar" 
is the Righteous, namely Yesod, and that Malchut is the "fruit of the tree hadar." They speak about the palm trees, the boughs of thick leaved trees, 
and the two willows of the brook. They conclude that we are commanded to take these four kinds since we need to awaken below in the likeness of 
above. There is nothing in the world that has no counterpart above, and the reverse is also true.

130. When Yisrael are in the fifteenth day OF THE SEVENTH MONTH, 
the Holy One, blessed be He, takes His children and spreads His 
wings over them to rejoice with them. Therefore, it is written: "And 
you shall take for yourselves on the first day THE FRUIT OF THE 
TREE HADAR" (Vayikra 23:40). This fruit is the tree that is called 
'fruit tree', NAMELY MALCHUT, and bears fruit. "Tree Hadar," as is 
written, "Honor and majesty (Heb. hadar) are before Him" (Tehilim 
96:6). Why is it called 'hadar' and who is hadar? It is the Righteous, 
NAMELY YESOD. AND MALCHUT IS CALLED 'THE FRUIT OF THE 
TREE HADAR', MEANING MALCHUT THAT RECEIVES FROM YESOD 
THAT IS CALLED HADAR.
 

 

131. HE ASKS: Why is YESOD called 'hadar'? It is a covered place, 
which is not revealed but should always be covered, yet majesty is 
only upon someone that is revealed and seen. HE ANSWERS: Even 
though it is a covered level, it is the majesty of the whole body, and 
there is no majesty to the body but in it. What is the reason? IT IS 
because one who does not have that grade has no majesty to come 
among people; he has no voice when he speaks, because the 
majesty of the voice is cut from him. He has no beard or the majesty 
of a beard. SO even though that grade is covered, NEVERTHELESS 
all the majesty of the body originates in it, and is covered and 
revealed THROUGH THE MAJESTY OF THE BODY. Therefore, it is 
the tree hadar (majesty), MEANING a tree from which all the majesty 
of the body comes. This is a fruit tree yielding fruit. BUT MALCHUT 
IS CALLED 'FRUIT TREE'.
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132. "Branches of palm trees" (Vayikra 23:40) IS YESOD, THE 
RIGHTEOUS, AS IT IS WRITTEN: "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN 
FLOURISHES LIKE THE PALM TREE" (TEHILIM 92:13). Here, a wife is 
comprehended in her husband without separation, BECAUSE IT IS 
WRITTEN, "Branches of palm trees" INSTEAD OF 'AND BRANCHES 
OF PALM TREES'. FOR THE VAV (LIT. 'AND') WOULD DIVIDE 
BETWEEN FRUIT OF THE TREE HADAR AND THE BRANCHES OF 
PALM TREES. THIS SHOWS THAT THEY ARE TIED together, FOR 
YESOD AND MALCHUT ARE TOGETHER. "And the boughs of thick 
leaved trees" (Vayikra 23:40): they are three, MEANING THE THREE 
COLUMNS - CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET - because it has 
THREE leaves, one on THE RIGHT side, one on the LEFT side and 
the one IN THE CENTER that dominates them, BECAUSE THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN UNITES THE RIGHT AND LEFT INTO ONE. 
"There are two willows of the brook" (Ibid.), NAMELY, NETZACH 
AND HOD, which have neither scent nor taste, BEING the aspect of 
legs in people. Lulav (lit. 'palm leaf'), WHICH IS YESOD, receives 
AND COMBINES them all, like the spinal cord that is in the body. It 
protrudes outside THE OTHER KINDS by a hand's breadth 
UPWARDS, and so it needs to be in order to perfect and bring forth 
all THE LEVELS for proper union.
 

 

133. With these kinds one must show himself before the Holy One, 
blessed be He, FOR THEY CORRESPOND TO CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD, AND MALCHUT. The leaves of 
these palm trees ALLUDE TO ALL THE OTHER HOSTS THAT UNITE 
UNDER ALL THE OTHER APPELLATIONS BY WHICH THE HOLY 
ONE, BLESSED BE HE, IS CALLED. THEREFORE, WE ARE 
COMMANDED TO TAKE THESE FOUR KINDS since we need TO 
AWAKEN below in the likeness of above, for there is nothing in the 
world that does not have a counterpart above. AND IN REVERSE, as 
it is above, so is it below, BECAUSE THE WORLDS ARE IMPRINTED 
BY ONE ANOTHER, AND THE ROOTS ARE ABOVE, FOR THERE IS 
NOTHING IN THE LOWER WORLDS WHOSE ROOT CANNOT BE 
FOUND IN THE UPPER WORLDS. THEREFORE, THE ROOTS OF THE 
FOUR KINDS ARE CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, 
YESOD AND MALCHUT IN ATZILUT, for Yisrael must unite by means 
of this secret of Faith before the Holy One, blessed be He.
 

 

 
 
16. "You shall dwell in booths" 
We read that the title verse refers to the supernal world, Binah, and that this verse was said when the world was created. We read about the supernal 
Tabernacle formed as supernal Chochmah emerged from the unknown and unseen place, and of the lower Tabernacle, Malchut, that is like a lantern 
displaying light. Yisrael should sit under the shade of the Tabernacle of Peace in the secret of Faith. During Sukkot Malchut takes the souls of 
Yisrael and elevates them to Zeir Anpin, as she descends and holds all the blessings that Yisrael draw down during the whole seven days through 
the actions and sacrifices offered to her. Then on the eighth day she descends to be close to her children and make them happy; this is Shmini 
Atzeret, the Eighth Day of Convocation.

134. It is written: "You shall dwell in booths (Heb. sukkot) seven 
days" (Vayikra 23:42). This is the secret of Faith, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, WHO RECEIVES ALL HER MOCHIN BY THE SECRET OF 
THIS PASSAGE. This verse refers to the supernal world, WHICH IS 
BINAH, as we have learned. When the world was created, this verse 
was said.
 

 

135. When Chochmah - NAMELY, SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA THAT 
ARE CALLED 'ABA' AND 'CHOCHMAH' - commenced to emerge from 
the unknown and unseen place, NAMELY, FROM THE HEAD OF 
ARICH ANPIN, then a curtain emerged and struck. That supernal 
Chochmah sparkled and spread in all directions in the secret of the 
supernal Tabernacle, WHICH IS YISRAEL-SABA AND TEVUNAH, 
THAT IS CALLED 'BINAH' AND 'IMA'. That supernal Tabernacle 
brought forth six extremities, WHICH ARE ZEIR ANPIN, and then the 
sparkling of the curtain illuminated everything, and is written, "You 
shall dwell in booths seven days".
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136. Why is "Sukkot" spelled without the Vav? This is the lower 
Tabernacle, NAMELY MALCHUT, that is like a lantern, WHICH IS A 
GLASS UTENSIL INTO WHICH A CANDLE IS PLACED TO LIGHT, to 
show all lights. Then THE GLITTERING OF THE CURTAIN said: "You 
shall dwell in booths (Heb. sukkot) seven days". Who are the seven 
days? They are from the Supernal World, WHICH IS BINAH, to the 
Lower WORLD, WHICH IS MALCHUT, for all THE SEVEN DAYS, 
WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD 
AND MALCHUT OF BINAH, maintain their existence to shine on this 
tabernacle (Heb. sukkah). What is it? It is "the Tabernacle of David 
that is fallen" (Amos 9:11), the Tabernacle of Peace, NAMELY 
MALCHUT, and the Holy Nation should sit under its shade in the 
secret of Faith, WHICH IS MALCHUT. One who sits in this shadow, 
sits among these supernal days OF BINAH.
 

 

137. Therefore, "Sukkot" IS ALWAYS SPELLED WITHOUT A VAV, 
WHICH ALLUDES TO MALCHUT, AS MENTIONED. BUT IN one 
PLACE, it is spelled, "sukkot," plane. It shows that whoever sits in 
the shadow OF THE GLITTERING OF THE CURTAIN, MENTIONED 
ABOVE, sits among these supernal days of above - NAMELY 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND 
MALCHUT OF BINAH, that are over the lower, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
to illuminate Her, cover Her and protect Her when necessary.
  

138. AND IT CAN also BE SAID that they are all read "Sukkot," in full, 
and that which is written "Sukkot," without the Vav, refers to the 
Lower World, WHICH IS MALCHUT. She has to feed the other 
appointed Ministers of the world during these holy seven days, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE SEVENTY OXEN THAT ARE 
OFFERED DURING THE SEVEN DAYS OF SUKKOT, while She still 
receives joy from Her husband. THIS IS NECESSARY FOR HER in 
order that they do not incite during the joy, AND SHE ALLOWS 
THEM to delight themselves with that food. Their offerings are more 
plentiful than usual so that they are occupied with them and do not 
mingle in the joy of the children of Yisrael. THIS IS SIMILAR TO 
GIVING A PORTION OF THE GOAT OF THE FIRST DAY OF THE 
MONTH, AND THE GOAT TO AZAZEL. What is the joy of the children 
of Yisrael? This is on Shmini Atzeret (the eighth day of Sukkot, day 
of Convocation).
 

 

139. Come and behold: while the other appointed princes are 
rejoicing and eating that food that the children of Yisrael prepare for 
them, NAMELY THE SEVENTY OXEN, they prepare a throne for the 
Holy One, blessed be He, from below AT THE SAME TIME - 
MEANING THAT THEY ARE PREPARING MALCHUT TO BE A 
THRONE FOR THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, to elevate Her up 
with these FOUR kinds, with the joy OF SUKKOT AND THE 
RECITATION OF Hallel, and by circling the altar. She, MALCHUT, 
ascends and receives blessings and joy in Her husband, IN ZEIR 
ANPIN.
  

140. The other living creatures, WHICH ARE THE SEVENTY 
appointed princes of the nations, eat and chew well, AND THE 
RESIDUE OF THEIR EATING they trample with their feet, and they 
are sustained, THAT IS, BY THE SEVENTY OXEN, AS MENTIONED. 
She, MALCHUT, takes the souls and elevates them to the supernal 
delight, TO ZEIR ANPIN, as we have said, as She descended and 
holds all the blessings and Holiness and delights that the children of 
Yisrael draw down during all these seven days, through these 
actions and offered sacrifices to Her. Then She descends to be close 
to Her children and to make them happy for one day. That day is the 
eighth day, because all the other seven days are with Her, as 
explained. Therefore, it is the eighth, and it is eight days united. 
Therefore, it is called 'Atzeret', MEANING gathered, because all THE 
SEVEN DAYS gather together on that EIGHTH day (Heb. Shmini 
Atzeret), and it is called 'eighth', NAMELY THE 'EIGHTH DAY OF 
CONVOCATION'. It is eighth only because of the inclusion of the 
seven. THEREFORE, IT IS CALLED BY TWO NAMES: IT IS CALLED 
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'EIGHTH' BECAUSE IT IS EIGHTH OF THE SEVEN DAYS, AND IT IS 
CALLED 'CONVOCATION' BECAUSE IT INCLUDES WITHIN ITSELF 
ALL THE SEVEN DAYS TOGETHER.
 

 

 
 
17. "May the name of Hashem be blessed" 
We learn that the secret of the title verse was revealed to Rabbi Yitzchak Kaftora in a dream. It means that the word "blessed," mevorach, begins 
hard but ends soft; this is like on Rosh Hashanah where it is hard with harsh Judgment, and on Shmini Atzeret where it is soft with joy. We read of 
the difference between the Upper Judgment that is Male, and the Lower Judgment that is Female; the latter begins hard but softens until it is joyful 
on the Eighth Day of Convocation. The Upper Judgment awakened on the day of the flood, but since then it has not dwelt upon the world because 
the world can not bear it even for a moment. It was the mercy of Hashem that saved the entire world from being destroyed. After this explanation the 
old sage reveals his identity - he is Nehorai Saba, and we learn that Nehorai means 'light'.

141. It is written: "blessed be the Name of Hashem" (Iyov 1:21). What 
is meant by "blessed"? There is one secret that one of our friends 
knew that was shown to him in a dream, and his name is Rabbi 
Yitzchak Kaftora. HE SAID: What is meant by "blessed (Heb. 
mevorach)"? IT MEANS that its beginning is hard and its end soft, 
BECAUSE MEVORACH IS SPELLED WITH THE LETTERS MEM - BET-
VAV-RESH-CAF. Mem Bet is hard and is definitely Judgement, like 
the day of Rosh Hashanah is Mem Bet, because the world was 
created with Mem Bet (42) letters, NAMELY 32 TIMES ELOHIM AND 
THE TEN SAYINGS, WHICH EQUAL 42. SIMILARLY, THERE ARE 42 
LETTERS FROM THE BET OF BERESHEET (LIT. 'IN THE 
BEGINNING'), UNTIL THE BET OF THE WORD VOHU (ENG. 'VOID'). 
Therefore, it was created with Judgment; but afterwards it is Rach 
(Resh Caf, lit. 'soft'). Therefore, we have learned that all beginnings 
are hard but their endings are easy, because on the day of Rosh 
Hashanah, it is Mem Bet with harsh Judgment, and on Shmini 
Atzeret, it is soft with joy.
 

 

142. Come and behold: what is the difference between the Upper 
Judgment - NAMELY, THE LEFT COLUMN OF BINAH WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF ISAAC, THAT IT IS THE MALE LIGHT - and this 
Judgment OF THE FEMALE? In the supernal Judgment IN THE MALE 
THAT ILLUMINATES FROM ABOVE DOWNWARDS, both the 
beginning and the end are hard, and no one can withstand THOSE 
JUDGMENTS. The more it goes ON, the stronger it grows. Once it 
begins, it does not leave one until it consumes and destroys 
everything and nothing is left. But in the other lower Judgment - 
NAMELY IN MALCHUT, WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF THE FEMALE THAT 
ILLUMINATES FROM BELOW UPWARDS - the beginning is hard, 
NAMELY ON ROSH HASHANAH, and as it proceeds AND EXPANDS, 
it weakens until THE MOCHIN OF the face shines ON THE EIGHTH 
DAY OF CONVOCATION. This is like the female, whose strength is 
weak.
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143. HE ASKS: When does the Upper Judgment OF THE MALE 
awaken to dwell on the world? HE ANSWERS: On the day of the 
flood. Therefore, nothing was left in the world except for Noah's ark, 
which is similar to the supernal ARK, WHICH IS MALCHUT, which 
bears that harshness OF JUDGMENT, BEING A FIRE THAT BEARS 
FIRE. If the Holy One, blessed be He, had not prepared THE ARK 
FOR HIM, and if there has been no Mercy in the world, the whole 
world would have been destroyed, as it is written: "Hashem (Yud Hei 
Vav Hei) sat enthroned at the flood" (Tehilim 29:10). FOR THE NAME 
OF YUD HEI VAV HEI IS MERCY. Therefore, FROM THEN AND 
ONWARDS, the Upper Judgment does not dwell upon the world, 
because the world can not bear it even for one moment.
 

 

144. In the meantime, Rabbi Shimon was weeping and rejoicing. 
They raised their eyes and saw five people of those who retired TO 
THE WILDERNESS, who went after THE OLD SAGE to seek him TO 
SPEAK TO THEM OF THE TORAH. They rose. Rabbi Shimon said: 
From now on, what is your name? He said: Nehorai Saba. Since 
there is another Nehorai among us THEY CALL ME NEHORAI SABA. 
They walked with him, Rabbi Shimon and his company, for three 
miles. Rabbi Shimon said to these OTHER people: Why are you 
making this trip? They said: We came to seek this sage TO TEACH 
US TORAH, because we drink his water in the wilderness. THAT IS, 
THEY ARE HIS STUDENTS IN THE WILDERNESS. Rabbi Shimon 
approached and kissed THAT SAGE. He said to him: Your name is 
Nehorai and you are a light, and the light dwells with you, BECAUSE 
NEHORAI MEANS LIGHT.
 

 

 
 
18. "He knows what is in the darkness" 
Rabbi Shimon explains that the title verse means that God revealed profound and concealed things, for were it not for the darkness of the Left, the 
depths and the concealed things would not be revealed. He says that "the light dwells with Him" refers to the light that has been revealed from 
within the darkness, and this light was revealed to all of us from the darkness that was in the wilderness.

145. Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion, saying: "He reveals the 
deep and secret things. He knows what is in the darkness and the 
light dwells with Him" (Daniel 2:22). "He reveals the deep and secret 
things", means that the Holy One, blessed be He, reveals the deep 
and secret things. He reveals all the supernal, concealed depths, 
NAMELY, THE CENTRAL COLUMN THAT REVEALS THE DEPTHS OF 
THE TWO COLUMNS OF BINAH. Why did He reveal them? It is 
because "He knows what is in the darkness," NAMELY IN THE 
DARKNESS OF THE LEFT WHERE THE LIGHT OF CHOCHMAH 
SINKS BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF CHASSADIM. If there was not 
darkness, the light would not LATER be revealed THROUGH THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN. "He knows what is in the darkness," MEANING 
THAT HE INCLUDED IT IN THE RIGHT COLUMN. Therefore, He 
revealed deep and concealed things, for were it not for the darkness 
OF THE LEFT, the depths and the concealed would not be revealed. 
Then "The light dwells with Him". What is this light? It is the light 
that has been revealed from within the darkness, WHICH IS 
CHOCHMAH.
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146. And from within the darkness that was in the wilderness, this 
light was revealed to us. May the Merciful One cause light to dwell 
with you in this world and in the World to Come. Rabbi Shimon and 
the friends followed him for three miles. RABBI SHIMON said to him: 
Why did they not go with you, YOUR FIVE PEOPLE, in the beginning, 
BUT RATHER THEY CAME JUST NOW? THE SAGE said to him: I did 
not want to bother anyone TO ACCOMPANY ME. But now that they 
have come, we will travel together. They left and Rabbi Shimon went 
on his way. Rabbi Aba said to him: We know the name OF THE 
SAGE, but he does not know the name of my master. He said to him: 
From him I learnt not to reveal myself, FOR HE DID NOT TELL ME 
HIS NAME BEFORE I ASKED HIM.
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