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1. The counting and the reckoning 
Rabbi Aba speaks about the creation of man, saying that God made him in the image of the higher and the lower ones as the combination of them 
all. Man was composed of both male and female, and the female side was composed of both Chesed and Judgment. After they sinned they became 
concerned with only worldly matters and they no longer knew wisdom. Neither of Adam's sons, Abel, from the upper aspects, nor Cain, from the 
lower aspects, inherited the earth because neither of them left any offspring. The world was founded from Seth, but it was not complete until 
Abraham came; once Isaac and Jacob came everything was included in the Central Column and the world stood firm. Even with this it still required 
the twelve tribes and seventy persons that came from Jacob, and it required Israel to receive the Torah and erect the Tabernacle. Then God wished 
to count all his legions of people, the children of Yisrael, in order to link them to their roots above. After Yisrael left the land of Egypt they achieved 
both the Torah and the Tabernacle, and then they were perfectly complete. Rabbi Yitzchak says that when one speaks of his own blessings he must 
also bless God and acknowledge those blessings. He says that blessings from above do not rest on anything that has been counted, but the 
counting of the children of Yisrael was an exception. We hear that God will bless the women, who were not counted among the census, the priests 
and the Levites, and the children under the age of twenty. Rabbi Shimon explains to Rabbi Yehuda what the source of the blessings is, and says that 
when God's illumination is awakened everything is in love, in perfection, and in peace.

1. "And Hashem spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the 
Tent of Meeting..." (Bemidbar 1:1). Rabbi Aba opened the discussion 
with, "So Elohim created man in His own image..." (Beresheet 1:27). 
We have learned this verse. Come and behold: at the time the Holy 
One, blessed be He, created the man, He made him in the image of 
the upper beings and lower beings, and he was the combination of 
all. His light illuminated from one end of the world to the other end of 
the world, and everyone feared him.
 

 

2. And though it was settled, we must look into this verse: "So 
Elohim created man in His own image, in the image of Elohim He 
created him." Since it already said, "His image," why REPEAT 
AGAIN, "in the image of Elohim He created him"? HE ANSWERS: 
There were two levels IN THE MAN, SINCE he was composed of male 
and female. THEREFORE, there is one for the male, THAT IS, "SO 
ELOHIM CREATED..." and one for the female, THAT IS, "IN THE 
IMAGE..."
  

3. And as a result of this, there were assuredly two faces, MALE AND 
FEMALE, and the end of the verse proves it, since it is written, "male 
and female He created them" (Ibid.). And he was composed of both 
aspects. Although the female was attached to his side, she ON HER 
OWN was also composed of two sides, WHICH ARE CHESED AND 
JUDGMENT, to be complete in all.
  

4. And he used to observe with wisdom up and down. Because he 
sinned, these faces diminished, the wisdom disappeared from him, 
and he was only concerned with his own bodily matters. And 
afterwards he begot sons from above and below - THAT IS, ABEL 
WAS FROM THE UPPER ASPECTS AND CAIN FROM THE LOWER - 
and neither of them inhabited the earth, SINCE NONE OF THEM LEFT 
ANY DESCENDANTS IN THE WORLD. Then he fathered a son, 
NAMELY SETH, and from him the world was planted. This has been 
explained.
 

 

5. In spite of all this, the world below was not finished and complete 
and was not sustained on its own until Abraham came along. The 
world was sustained but not completed until Abraham was present 
in the world and held on TO THE WORLD with his right hand, THAT 
IS CHESED, as one who holds and assists the right hand of 
someone who fell. Isaac came along and held the world's hand with 
the left hand, THAT IS GVURAH, and THE WORLD was sustained 
even more. When Jacob came along, he held on to the center, with 
the body, THAT IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, and became included in 
both sides, THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT. And the world stood firm 
and did not collapse.
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6. And with all this, THE WORLD was not properly planted with its 
roots until JACOB begot twelve tribes and seventy persons, and the 
world was planted. Even so, it was not completed until the time 
Yisrael received the Torah and the Tabernacle was erected. At that 
time, the worlds could exist and were completed, and the higher and 
lower beings were scented.
 

 

7. Since the Torah and the Tabernacle were erected, NAMELY, ZEIR 
ANPIN AND MALCHUT, the Holy One, blessed be He, wanted to 
count the troops of the Torah. How many legions are there in the 
Torah, IN ZEIR ANPIN? How many hosts are in the Tabernacle, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT? (THIS MEANS THAT HE WANTED TO COUNT 
YISRAEL, WHO ARE THE LEGIONS OF ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT.) 
Come and behold: every item that needs to be settled in its place, 
THAT IS, TO LINK PROPERLY THE BRANCH BELOW TO ITS ROOT 
ON TOP, does not settle until it is uttered by mouth and is counted. 
Here, also, the Holy One, blessed be He, wanted to count the 
soldiers of the Torah and the soldiers of the Tabernacle, IN ORDER 
TO TIE YISRAEL TO THEIR ROOTS ABOVE, WHICH ARE ZEIR ANPIN 
AND MALCHUT, CALLED 'TORAH' AND 'TABERNACLE'. And they 
are all united and are inseparable from each other. Everything is in a 
likeness of above, since THEIR ROOTS, the Torah and Tabernacle, 
are JOINED AND inseparable from each other, and are in unison.
 

 

8. Therefore, YISRAEL, WHO ARE the legions OF ZEIR ANPIN AND 
MALCHUT, are counted so that they are known, in addition to the 
others who have no number, NAMELY THE WOMEN AND THOSE 
YOUNGER THAN TWENTY YEARS. Therefore, it is written: "And 
Hashem spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of 
Meeting." If it is in the Tent of Meeting why IS IT REQUIRED TO 
MENTION that it was in the wilderness of Sinai, SINCE IT IS KNOWN 
THAT THE TENT OF MEETING WAS IN NO OTHER PLACE EXCEPT 
IN THE WILDERNESS OF SINAI? HE REPLIES: Once is for the Torah, 
NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN, and once is for the Tabernacle, THAT IS, 
MALCHUT.
 

 

9. And both TORAH AND TABERNACLE were, "on the first day of the 
second month, in the second year" (Ibid.). THAT IS THE SECRET OF 
GVURAH AND THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH OF THE LEFT, 
SINCE THE MONTH OF NISSAN IS THE RIGHT COLUMN AND 
CHESED AND IYAR IS THE LEFT COLUMN AND GVURAH. And all is 
one - THAT IS, THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT WERE JOINED IN 
HARMONY AS ONE. This month is also called "the month Ziv (lit. 
'brightness')" (I Melachim 6:1), alluding to the month and year that is 
luminous to the moon, THAT IS, MALCHUT, SINCE THE MAIN 
PERFECTION OF MALCHUT IS FROM THE LEFT COLUMN - THE 
SECRET OF THE SECOND MONTH AND SECOND YEAR. At that 
time, all the worlds are whole, LIKE MALCHUT THAT IS THEIR ROOT. 
"...after they were come out of the land of Egypt..." (Ibid.). THE 
SCRIPTURE informs us here that when Yisrael left Egypt, it was the 
first month, THAT IS TO SAY, THEY WENT OUT FROM THE ASPECT 
OF THE FIRST MONTH, WHICH IS CHESED AND THE RIGHT 
COLUMN. AND THEN THEY WERE PERFECTED ALSO FROM THE 
ASPECT OF THE SECOND MONTH, WHICH IS GVURAH AND THE 
LEFT COLUMN.
 

 

10. Rabbi Yitzchak began the discussion with: "Hashem has been 
mindful of us; He will bless us; He will bless the house..." (Tehilim 
115:12). "Hashem has been mindful of us; He will bless us," refers to 
the men who were included in the count of the desert, whom the 
Holy One, blessed be He, blesses and to whom He adds more each 
time.
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11. Come and behold: he who speaks in praise of his friend, of his 
children, or of his money or wealth, must also bless Him and 
acknowledge those blessings. From where do we learn this? From 
Moses, since it is written, "behold, you are this day like the stars of 
heaven for multitude." And afterwards, what does he say? "Hashem, 
the Elohim of your fathers, makes you a thousand times many more 
than you are..." (Devarim 1:10-11). There are two blessings here. One 
is the "Hashem, the Elohim of your fathers..." That is one, and the 
one following that is, "and bless you, as He has promised you"; 
(Ibid.). He promised to acknowledge them and add blessings, 
benedictions upon those benedictions!
 

 

12. And if he counts the praises of his friend but does not 
acknowledge these benedictions, he will be punished because of 
this, first from above, THAT IS, HE WILL BE HARMED BECAUSE OF 
IT. And if he blesses him, he will be blessed HIMSELF from above. 
And he should bless him with a good eye and not with an evil eye. 
And in all things, the Holy One, blessed be He, wishes to have the 
blessings given with a good heart WHEN HE BLESSES. And since 
when one blesses his friend, the Holy One, blessed be He, wishes 
one to bless with a good eye and a good heart, when one gives 
grace to the Holy One, blessed be He, most certainly it must be in 
good eye, and with a good and loving heart. Therefore, IT IS 
WRITTEN: "And you shall love Hashem your Elohim with all your 
heart" (Devarim 6:5).
 

 

13. Come and behold: it has been established that the blessing of 
above does not rest on something that has been counted. You may 
question: how could they have counted Yisrael? It is because they 
took ransom from them and it was settled, and the count did not take 
place until all the ransom was gathered and counted. At first they 
would bless Yisrael and then they would count the ransom, and they 
would repeat and bless Yisrael again. So the result is that we find 
that Yisrael were blessed in the beginning and at the end, and there 
was no death amongst them.
 

 

14. HE ASKS: Why does death result from counting? AND HE 
ANSWERS: It is because the blessing does not dwell when you 
count, and when the blessing departs, the Other Side rests upon it 
and one could be damaged. Therefore, they used to substitute a 
monetary ransom for the count, and thereby remove the threat OF 
DEATH.
 

 

15. "He will bless the house of Yisrael..." (Tehilim 115:12). These are 
the women, WHO ARE CALLED 'HOUSE', which were not included in 
the count, BECAUSE WOMEN WERE NOT COUNTED IN THE 
DESERT. "He will bless the house of Aaron" (Ibid.), because they 
ARE THE PRIESTS AND THEY bless the people with a benevolent 
eye, a good heart, and heartfelt love. "...the house of Aaron..." WHY 
DOES IT MENTION THE HOUSE? IT ALLUDES also to the women 
who are blessed by the blessing OF AARON.
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16. "He will bless those who fear Hashem" (Ibid. 13). These are the 
Levites, all of whom are blessed because they fear Hashem. It is 
written, "both small and great" (Ibid.), because although THE YOUNG 
were not included in the count, SINCE THEY WERE COUNTING THE 
POPULATION ONLY FROM TWENTY YEARS AND OLDER, STILL 
THEY SHOULD BE BLESSED TOGETHER WITH THE OLDER ONES.
 

 

17. Come and behold: we do not find another counting among 
Yisrael by which they received blessings from it as in this count, IN 
WHICH THEY USED THE HALF-SHEKEL FOR THE COUNTING, 
because this counting was purposely meant for a blessing, and it 
was meant to perfect the completeness of the worlds. At the place 
whence blessings emanate, they were counted, as it is written, "on 
the first day of the second month" (Bemidbar 1:1), that is Ziv, of the 
world's blessings, out of which emanates and radiates brightness 
(Heb. ziv) to the world. Hence this SECOND month, WHICH IS THE 
LEFT COLUMN, is called BY THE NAME OF 'Ziv' because the 
brightness of everything radiates from it. And therefore it is written, 
"May Hashem...bless you out of Zion" (Tehilim 134:3), THAT IS THE 
SECRET OF MALCHUT. And it all pertains to the same thing, 
BECAUSE MALCHUT WAS BUILT FROM THE SECOND MONTH, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE LEFT COLUMN. It is also written, 
"for there Hashem has commanded the blessing, even life for 
evermore" (Tehilim 133:3).
 

 

18. Rabbi Yehuda was present before Rabbi Shimon. He said to him: 
From where do Yisrael draw their blessings? He answered him: Woe 
to the world that does not pay attention, and to men who do not 
observe the glory of the most high King. Come and behold: at a time 
when Yisrael are worthy before the Holy One, blessed be He, the 
worlds were in one uppermost and holy tree, THAT IS, ZEIR ANPIN, 
where all the sustenance is. And it received blessings from the place 
where all the blessings were gathered, THAT IS BINAH, where, it was 
planted and rooted. SINCE MOCHIN OF ZEIR ANPIN WERE PLANTED 
IN BINAH IN THE SECRET OF THE 'THREE THAT EMANATE FROM 
ONE, ONE EXISTS IN THREE'.
 

 

19. And Yisrael below were blessed from the place out of which all 
blessings emanate and are not prevented from leaving, THAT IS 
MALCHUT, as is written: "may Hashem...bless you out of Zion," and: 
"like the dew of Hermon descending upon the mountains of 
Zion" (Tehilim 133:3); THAT IS, MALCHUT. AND IT IS FURTHER 
WRITTEN: "because it is there that Hashem commanded the 
blessing, life forever" (Ibid.). And that is the light of the universe. It is 
written: "Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, Elohim has shone 
forth" (Ibid. 50:2); "has shone forth," MEANS illuminates, as in, "He 
shone forth from Mount Paran" (Devarim 33:2). And when He lights 
up, He illuminates all the worlds.
 

 

20. And when this light, MEANING THE BLESSING AND LIFE 
MENTIONED ABOVE, awakens, all is joined, THAT IS, IN THE 
SECRET OF UNION. Everything is with love, all is with perfection, 
and then it is all peaceful - peace above and peace below. That is the 
meaning of, "Peace be within your walls, and prosperity within your 
palaces" (Tehilim 122:7).
 

 

 
 
2. "Rejoice with Jerusalem" 
Rabbi Elazar begins by saying that God and all His hosts pay attention to whoever speaks the words of the Torah because the Torah is so loved by 
Him. Whoever performs one precept of the Torah causes it to awaken above; this makes peace above and below. Rabbi Elazar says that people are 
to rejoice only when they are in the Holy Land but not when they do not live there. Rabbi Aba adds that one may rejoice only when Jerusalem is in a 
state of happiness, but never when Yisrael is in exile. We learn of why Hashem should be served with gladness and yet also with fear and trembling.
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21. "Every man of the children of Yisrael shall pitch by his own 
standard, with the ensign of their father's house" (Bemidbar 2:2). 
Rabbi Elazar began the discussion with, "Rejoice with Jerusalem 
and be glad with her, all you that love her..." (Yeshayah 66:10). How 
beloved the Torah is before the Holy One, blessed be He, for 
wherever the words of the Torah are heard, the Holy One, blessed be 
He, and all His hosts pay attention to His words. And the Holy One, 
blessed be He, comes to live with him. That is the meaning of, "in all 
places where I cause My Name to be pronounced..." (Shemot 20:21). 
And in addition to this, his enemies fall before him. This has already 
been explained.
 

 

22. Come and behold: the commandments of the Torah are supernal 
above. A man comes and performs one precept. That precept stands 
up before the Holy One, blessed be He, and decorates itself and 
says, 'this person has made me and I am from him.' For he awakens 
it above. As he arouses it below, it awakens above and makes peace 
above and below, THAT IS, HE BRINGS ABOUT A BOND BETWEEN 
ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, WHICH ARE REFERRED TO AS 
'ABOVE' AND 'BELOW', as it was said, "Or let him take hold of My 
strength, that he may make peace with Me; and he shall make peace 
with Me" (Yeshayah 27:5). "That he may make peace with Me," that 
is, above IN ZEIR ANPIN; "and he shall make peace with Me," that is 
below, IN MALCHUT. Happy is the lot of that man who performs the 
precepts of the Torah.
 

 

23. "Rejoice with Jerusalem..." That is because festivity is prevalent 
only when Yisrael reside in the Holy Land. It is there that the woman 
conjugates with her husband, THAT IS, ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT. 
Then it is time for everyone to rejoice, above and below. During the 
time when Yisrael are not living in the Holy Land, a man is not 
permitted to rejoice and show joy, as is written: "Rejoice with 
Jerusalem, and be glad with her." This is meant precisely, THAT IS, 
WHEN YISRAEL ARE IN IT.
 

 

24. Rabbi Aba observed one man who was rejoicing in the house of a 
tyrant in Babylon. He kicked and scolded him and said: It is written, 
"Rejoice with Jerusalem." During a time when Jerusalem is in 
happiness, a person is required to rejoice, AND NOT DURING THE 
TIME OF THE EXILE. Rabbi Elazar follows this reasoning in saying, 
"Rejoice with Jerusalem," namely as is written, "serve Hashem with 
gladness" (Tehilim 100:2) - WHICH MEANS THAT JERUSALEM IS 
THE SHECHINAH, AND IT IS OBLIGATORY TO SERVE HER AND 
MAKE HER HAPPY.
 

 

25. One verse says, "Serve Hashem with gladness" (Tehilim 100:2), 
and one says, "Serve Hashem with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling" (Tehilim 2:11). What is the difference between them? HE 
ANSWERS: One speaks of the time when Yisrael live in the Holy 
Land, THAT IS, WHEN THEY SERVE HASHEM HAPPILY, and one 
speaks of a time when Yisrael live in other lands - THEN IT IS 
NECESSARY TO SERVE HASHEM IN FEAR AND REJOICE WHILE 
TREMBLING. "Serve Hashem with fear." This refers to the 
Congregation of Yisrael, NAMELY MALCHUT at a time when she is in 
exile among the nations.
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26. Rabbi Yehuda said the scripture says, "For you shall go out with 
joy" (Yeshayah 55:12), referring to the Congregation of Yisrael. And 
since it says, "you shall go out," IT MEANS from exile, and it is 
called 'a rejoicing'; THUS, EVEN WHILE STILL RESIDING IN THE 
EXILE, WE CALL IT 'A REJOICING'. He replied to him: Certainly, that 
is the way it is. During all the time she is in exile and lies in the dust, 
you can not call it 'happiness' until the Holy One, blessed be He, 
comes and raises her from the dust, and says to her, "Shake 
yourself from the dust" (Yeshayah 52:2); "Arise, shine..." (Yeshayah 
60:1). And then they will join together. At that point it is called 
'rejoicing'. That will be happiness for everyone and then certainly, 
"you shall go out with joy." Then, many legions will go out to greet 
and receive the Matron to the joyous festivity of the King, as it is 
written: "the mountains and the hills shall break forth" (Yeshayah 
55:12); and further, "for Hashem will go before you; and the Elohim 
of Yisrael will be your rearguard" (Yeshayah 52:12).
 

 

 
 
3. The standards 
Rabbi Yehuda talks about the four camps of Yisrael and the twelve tribes and twelve boundaries. He brings into his discussion the four faces in the 
four corners of the universe, all of which are integrated in man. He tells of the movement of the two standards of Judah and Reuben that traveled 
with the Tent of Meeting and the two standards of Ephraim and Dan that followed. Rabbi Yehuda correlates the various Sfirot and the four 
Archangels and the letters in the Holy Name with these standards and events. He talks about the direction of circling the altar, the direction of 
sunrise, and the importance of the direction of the bed for creating a male child.

27. "Every man...shall pitch by his own standard, with the 
ensigns" (Bemidbar 2:2). These are the four camps of the 
Congregation of Yisrael - THAT IS THE SECRET OF CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT - AND THEY ARE MICHAEL, 
GABRIEL, URIEL, RAPHAEL, who represent the twelve tribes and 
twelve boundaries all encircled around her, BECAUSE CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT EACH HAVE THREE COLUMNS 
FOR A TOTAL OF TWELVE. Everything reflects the above, THE 
TWELVE BOUNDARIES OF ZEIR ANPIN. The Scripture says, "there 
the tribes used to go up, the tribes of Yah..." (Tehilim 122:4). The 
words, "there the tribes used to go up," refer to the twelve tribes, 
which are the twelve boundaries below OF MALCHUT, WHO WENT 
UP TO THE TWELVE BOUNDARIES OF ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

28. "...the tribes of Yah..." It has been explained that this is because 
Yud-Hei, THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, is assuredly "an 
appointed practice (also: 'a testimony') for Yisrael." And therefore IT 
IS WRITTEN, "the Reubenite (with Hei as prefix and Yud as 
suffix)" (Bemidbar 26:7); "the Shimonite" (Ibid. 14). This is because 
each individual contains Yud-Hei, HEI IN THE BEGINNING AND YUD 
AT THE END. But assuredly it is so, because the uppermost holy 
Tree, THAT IS THE NAME OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, has stamped them 
with its seal. And this has been explained according to the scripture: 
"As for the likeness of their faces, the four had the face of a man, the 
face of a lion on the right..." (Yechezkel 1:10), IN WHICH the image of 
a man, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is included in all. And there were four 
faces to the four directions of the world. They are distinguished in 
their appearances, NAMELY A LION, AN OX, AND AN EAGLE, and all 
are integrated in man, THE SECRET OF MALCHUT. THE LION, OX, 
AND EAGLE ARE CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET, AND THE FACE 
OF MAN IS MALCHUT, WHICH DRAWS FROM ALL, AND ALL ARE 
INCLUDED IN IT.
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29. Michael is to the right, WHICH IS SOUTH. Gabriel is to the left, 
WHICH IS TO THE NORTH. Uriel is to the front, WHICH IS EAST. 
Raphael is to the back, WHICH IS WEST. And the Shechinah is on 
top of them. Two are on this side, FROM SOUTH AND NORTH, and 
two are on that side, FROM EAST AND WEST, and she, MALCHUT, is 
in the center. Likewise, it is on the earth below AT THE STANDARDS. 
Two are on this side, THE STANDARD OF JUDAH'S CAMP AND THE 
STANDARD OF REUBEN'S CAMP, and two are on that side, WHICH 
INCLUDES THE STANDARD OF EPHRAIM'S CAMP AND THE 
STANDARD OF DAN'S CAMP. And Yud-Hei is in the center, WHICH 
IS THE SECREAT OF THE TWO TABLETS OF TESTIMONIAL IN THE 
ARK THAT TRAVELED IN THEIR MIDST. AND THE CHANGE OF 
ORDER THAT WE FIND HERE AT THE STANDARDS, IS THAT EAST 
MOVES FIRST, NAMELY, TIFERET, WILL BE EXPLAINED FURTHER.
 

 

30. Since the two standards traveled, THAT OF JUDAH AND 
REUBEN, what does the scripture say? "Then the Tent of Meeting 
shall set forward with the camp of the Levites..." (Bemidbar 2:17). 
And following them were the other two STANDARDS OF EPHRAIM 
AND DAN, which compose the four camps in the four directions of 
the world - EAST, SOUTH, WEST AND NORTH, for a total of twelve. 
This is BECAUSE EACH STANDARD COMPRISES THREE TRIBES, 
SINCE below it is the same as above, IN MALCHUT.
 

 

31. The standard of the Judah camp traveled first, the representative 
of the camp of Uriel. And AFTERWARDS, THE STANDARD OF the 
Reuben camp followed, representing the camp of Michael. That is, 
REUBEN to the south, WHICH IS CHESED, and that OF JUDAH to the 
East, WHICH IS TIFERET. AND THE SPRINKLING ON the altar ALSO 
BEGAN in the south-east CORNER, WHICH SIGNIFIES CHESED AND 
TIFERET. And the camp of Dan was to the north, and the camp of 
Ephraim was westward. The camp of Dan, TO THE NORTH, is 
representative of the camp of Gabriel, and the camp of Ephraim, to 
the west, is representative of the camp of Raphael. AND THE 
SPRINKLING ON the altar was also north-west, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF GVURAH AND MALCHUT. Everything is connected with 
the other until all ascends and unites with the Holy Name, YUD HEI 
VAV HEI, which is the beginning of everything, NAMELY THE YUD 
OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS CHOCHMAH. It is supreme over all, 
THE FIRST HEI, BINAH. Overall holiness is VAV, TIFERET. 
Everything is comprised in it, THE LAST HEI, WHICH IS MALCHUT.
  

32. The Yud OF YUD HEI VAV HEI OF ZEIR ANPIN is east, and that is 
the beginning of light. It travels and wanders and produces the 
south, THAT IS CHESED. And the south goes out, suspended from 
beginning of the east, THAT IS THE YUD OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, 
CHOCHMAH. Hei OF YUD HEI VAV HEI OF ZEIR ANPIN is south, 
MEANING THAT from it the south goes forth to the world, SINCE HEI 
IS BINAH AND FROM BINAH THE CHESED IS DRAWN, THAT IS, 
SOUTH. But the Yud, REPRESENTING CHOCHMAH, enters at the 
beginning of the east and takes out CHESED, WHICH EVOLVES 
FROM BINAH TO ZEIR ANPIN.
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33. From Hei come south and north and that which is in between, 
WHICH IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN THAT UNITES THEM, from Yud 
east, and from Yud-Hei-south and north depend on them - SOUTH 
FROM YUD, AND NORTH FROM HEI, Vav in the center, WHICH 
UNITES THEM. And that is a male child, NAMELY, TIFERET THAT IS 
A SON OF YUD-HEI. And for this reason, it is between north and 
south, therefore, we are taught that whoever places his bed between 
the north and the south shall have male children, because this male 
child, WHO IS TIFERET, is situated between north and south. FOR 
from the supreme Hei, BINAH, came out north and south, WHICH 
ARE THE TWO COLUMNS IN IT. The male child, NAMELY TIFERET, 
is between them, UNITING THEM in the mystery of Yud-Vav-Hei. YUD 
IS THE RIGHT COLUMN ON THE SOUTH. VAV IS THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN ON WHOSE RIGHT IS SOUTH AND ON WHOSE LEFT IS 
NORTH. HEI IS THE LEFT COLUMN ON THE NORTH. The last Hei OF 
YUD HEI VAV HEI is west, NAMELY MALCHUT.
 

 

34. Consequently, the south holds to the east, where the sun rises, 
and depends on it. Therefore, we are taught that the aspect of Aba, 
THAT IS THE YUD, bonds and depends on the supreme Chesed. And 
on the side of Ima, THAT IS THE Hei, Gvurah depends. Likewise, 
everything holds to each other.
 

 

35. The corners of the altar were also circled in that manner. It 
comes to the south-east corner, because the south is strengthened 
in the east, THE CENTRAL COLUMN, which is the sunrise, and the 
strength of the sun only stays at the start. IT THEN APPROACHES 
the north-east CORNER. Since after the south, NAMELY CHESED, 
received the strength of the east - THAT IS, AFTER THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN UNITED SOUTH AND NORTH - THE EAST illuminated to the 
north, and the north was included in the south because the left is 
combined in the right THROUGH THE CENTRAL COLUMN.
 

 

36. IT THEN COMES TO the north-west CORNER, since the west that 
is in the last Hei, NAMELY MALCHUT, receives from the north. And 
therefore the north moves west, SINCE MALCHUT IS BUILT FROM 
THE LEFT COLUMN. IT THEN FOLLOWS TO the south-west 
CORNER, BECAUSE MALCHUT moves to join in the south, NAMELY, 
TO DRESS UP CHOCHMAH WITH CHASSADIM, since the south is 
dependent on the east, THE CENTRAL COLUMN. And THEREFORE, 
its strengthening, WHICH IS THE EAST, moves first; the west moves 
to grasp the south, AND THE SOUTH, WHICH IS ITS 
STRENGTHENING, MOVES FIRST. That is the meaning of the words: 
"and his right hand embraces me" (Shir Hashirim 2:6); right meaning 
south. Therefore, it nourishes from two sides, from the north and 
south, FROM LEFT AND RIGHT. That is the meaning of, "His left 
hand is under my head, and his right hand embraces me;" left is 
north and right is south.
  

37. And this mystery I learned: that the Holy One, blessed be He, 
places His bed from north and south, SINCE HIS BED IS THE 
MYSTERY OF MALCHUT, and it is certainly attached to the son, 
THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS THERE, FROM SOUTH AND NORTH. 
And therefore people should place their bed between north and 
south; THE RIGHT OF THE BED SHOULD BE TO THE SOUTH AND 
THE LEFT OF THE BED TO THE NORTH, JUST AS ZEIR ANPIN 
STANDS BETWEEN SOUTH AND NORTH. And so my father taught 
me, that one is given male children because he concentrated on the 
complete, whole supernal Faith, NAMELY the Holy One, blessed be 
He, Who is situated between north and south, and the Congregation 
of Yisrael, NAMELY MALCHUT ALSO CALLED 'BED', situated 
between north and south. Most certainly he shall have male children.
  

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/36%20-%20Bamidbar.htm (8 of 19)2004/07/07 22:51:32



1

38. And in all things, we must show a deed, WHICH SHOULD BE in 
the likeness of the higher. As one manifests a deed below, likewise it 
awakens on him above. This has been explained. Rabbi Pinchas 
heard this explanation and kissed Rabbi Elazar and cried and smiled. 
He said: Blessed is my lot in this world and the World to Come.
 

 

 
 
4. "Hashem is my light and my salvation" 
Rabbi Pinchas tells us that as soon as God has shone on a person and as soon as the person has gazed on the supreme Light, he no longer has 
fear of anyone above or below. We hear an explanation of the scripture that says, "Let your father and your mother be glad and let her who bore you 
rejoice."

39. RABBI PINCHAS opened the discussion and said: "Hashem is 
my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?" (Tehilim 27:1) 
"Hashem is my light and my salvation," MEANING, as soon as a man 
has gazed on the supreme light, and the Holy One, blessed be He, 
has shone on him, he no longer has fear from anyone above or 
below, as it says, "but Hashem shall arise upon you, and His glory 
shall be seen upon you" (Yeshayah 60:2). "Hashem is the stronghold 
of my life" (Tehilim 27:1); THAT IS, once the Holy One, blessed be 
He, gives support to man, he has no fear in that world from any 
prosecutor. And so am I. As soon as I cling to your father and you, I 
have no fear in this world or the other world.
 

 

40. Of you it is written: "Let your father and your mother be 
glad" (Mishlei 23:25). HE ASKS: Since it is written, "Let your father 
and your mother be glad," what is the meaning of, "and let her who 
bore you rejoice" (Ibid.)? It would seem sufficient with the mention 
of the mother. AND HE ANSWERS: ONLY, "your father," means the 
Holy One, blessed be He, "and your mother" is the Congregation of 
Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT. The words, "and let her who bore you 
rejoice," MEANS she who bore you below, THAT IS, YOUR MOTHER 
IN THIS WORLD. AND IF SO, Rabbi Shimon, your father, where is his 
joy - SINCE HE IS NOT EVEN ALLUDED TO IN THIS? AND HE 
REPLIES: It is because he has a verse of his own, as it is written, 
"The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice" (Ibid. 24), which 
refers to the Holy One, blessed be He. "...and he who begets a wise 
child shall have joy of him..." (Ibid.) is your father below, NAMELY 
RABBI SHIMON. An alternate explanation: "The father of the 
righteous shall greatly rejoice," is the father below. "...and (Heb. ve, 
Vav) he who begets a wise child shall have joy of him," is written 
with an extra Vav. SINCE IT WOULD HAVE SUFFICED TO WRITE, 
"HE WHO BEGETS..." it refers to the Holy One, blessed be He, 
above, WHO IS CALLED 'VAV'.
 

 

 
 
5. "Into Your hand I commit my spirit" 
Rabbi Elazar explains that at night the Tree of Death rules in the world and therefore one must deposit his soul with God to keep it safe. During sleep 
everyone gets a taste of death, until morning comes and the Tree of Life awakens again. Rabbi Yehuda wonders why even gentiles can rise in the 
middle of the night even though the Tree of Death still reigns. Rabbi Elazar explains that even the idolatrous nations are joined to their aspect of the 
Defiled Spirit of the left, as everything that is above is likewise down below. He talks about the time when Bila'am could not curse Yisrael because 
there was no judgment hanging over them. Rabbi Elazar uses the analogy of a snake with the movements of its head and its tail to explain what is 
driving and controlling events below and above. The section closes with an explanation of "peculiar possession" which is deemed to be God's 
possession of the three Patriarchs and the priests, Levites and Yisrael.
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41. Rabbi Elazar said: It is written, "Into Your hand I commit my 
spirit: You have redeemed me, Hashem, El of Truth" (Tehilim 31:5). 
This verse must be examined. Have you ever seen someone who 
would deposit something in the hands of the King, WHO IS THE 
HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE? AND HE REPLIES: Therefore most 
certainly, happy is the man that follows the ways of the Holy King 
and does not sin before Him. Come and behold: as soon as night 
falls, the Tree of Death rules in the world and the Tree of Life 
disappears high above. Then the Tree of Death is the sole ruler in the 
universe, and all inhabitants of the world taste of death - SINCE 
SLEEP IS A ONE-SIXTIETH PORTION OF DEATH. What is the 
reason? Because this tree causes this; MALCHUT THAT REIGNS 
ALONE, WITHOUT ZEIR ANPIN, GIVES RISE TO THIS, SINCE, 
MALCHUT IS CALLED 'NIGHT'.
 

 

42. And a person should take precautions and entrust his soul in His 
hand for deposit. This is as a man provides another man with a 
deposit, THAT IS, A PLEDGE. Even if he owes more than the value of 
the security, it is not worthy for him to be involved IN A CONFLICT 
with him, since he gave a deposit. However, if he refuses TO GIVE 
HIM A DEPOSIT, we should certainly examine him, because he is not 
from the holy seed or from the faithful.
 

 

43. Likewise is this tree, WHICH IS MALCHUT, to which people give 
their soul as a deposit. It receives all the souls of the inhabitants of 
the world. And everyone tastes of death because this is the Tree of 
Death. DURING THE TIME THAT MALCHUT IS SEPARATED FROM 
ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS THE TREE OF LIFE, IT IS A TREE OF DEATH. 
In spite of the fact that these souls are all guilty before it and it is not 
appropriate to return the deposit to man, nonetheless, since they 
were presented to it as a pledge deposit, it returns all these deposits 
to their owners.
 

 

44. Come and behold: this Tree of Death is not obligated to return 
the man the deposit IN THE MORNING, only when the Tree of Life 
awakens in the world. And when does that Tree of Life awaken? 
When the morning comes. Then, SINCE THIS TREE OF LIFE awakens 
in the universe and all people COME OUT alive, that Tree of Death 
leaves and returns all the deposits provided to it and goes away. 
What is the reason that they live? It is because of that Tree of Life, 
THAT IS, ZEIR ANPIN THAT REIGNS DURING THE DAY.
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45. And you may ask why, if this is so, we see many people getting 
up at night from their sleep, AND THEIR LIFE IS RETURNED TO 
THEM, while the Tree of Death still reigns. AND HE REPLIES: Most 
certainly the Tree of Life does this. What is the reason? Because it is 
written: "to see if there were any that understood, and sought 
Elohim" (Tehilim 14:2), so there will be no excuse for the person to 
say that if he had been in control of his soul at night, he would have 
RISEN AND studied the Torah. Rabbi Yehuda said: That is certainly 
CORRECT for Yisrael, and so it is. However, for the nations of the 
world, we also see likewise, THAT THEY WAKE UP FROM THEIR 
SLEEP AT NIGHT. What is the reason? He told him: Most certainly, 
what you said is true.
 

 

46. He opened the discussion and said: "How shall I curse whom El 
has not cursed? Or how shall I denounce whom Hashem has not 
denounced?" (Bemidbar 23:8) Come and behold: that which is there 
above, likewise is down below. Above IN MALCHUT, there is right 
and there is left. ALSO, down below are Yisrael and the other 
nations. Yisrael hold on to the right, to the holiness of the Holy King. 
The idolatrous nations hang on to the left, NAMELY ONLY on the 
side of the Defiled Spirit, which is the lowest level of the left. And all 
the levels are attached to each other FROM BELOW until they hang 
from the top, THAT IS, EROM THE LEFT SIDE OF MALCHUT ABOVE. 
And in the same manner the head moves ABOVE, the tail also moves 
below, which is THE LOWEST LEVEL, WHICH IS THE DEFILED 
SPIRIT. The reason is that it is attached to it, SINCE THEY ARE 
INTERLINKED FROM BELOW UPWARDS, LIKE A CHAIN, the 
idolatrous nations are guided after the MANNER, WHICH IS THEIR 
aspect of the Defiled Spirit.
 

 

47. Bilaam employed all the lowest levels THAT DESCEND FROM 
THE LEFT ASPECT OF MALCHUT. He used to gaze at the lowest 
LEVEL, the tail, AND HE FIGURED OUT WHAT WAS ABOVE, SINCE 
THE LOWEST is controlled solely by the head. He therefore declared, 
"How shall I curse whom El has not cursed?" SINCE HE COULD SEE 
THE LOWER, AND KNEW that the supreme head, WHICH IS THE 
LEFT OF MALCHUT, is not in a state of Judgment during that period.
 

 

48. And even though we explained the name El TO BE SUPERNAL 
CHESED, holy Malchut receives this name in the likeness of above 
and becomes goodness, and Chesed in this world. Therefore, it is 
called BY THE NAME 'El'. However, it displays anger every day, 
ACCORDING TO THE MEANING OF, "EL WHO HAS INDIGNATION 
EVERY DAY" (TEHILIM 7:11), because there is Judgment in it. BUT 
IN THAT PERIOD THERE WAS NO JUDGMENT IN IT. THEREFORE, 
BILAAM SAID, "HOW SHALL I CURSE WHOM EL HAS NOT 
CURSED?"
 

 

49. Come and behold: we explained about El Shadai, that satiates the 
world and said to the world, 'Enough (Heb. dai)' - THAT HE, YESOD, 
PROVIDES ENOUGH BOUNTY TO MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 
'WORLD'. This El, WHO IS MALCHUT, conjugates with him, and 
therefore it is called 'El-Shadai', SINCE EL, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
UNITES WITH SHADAI, WHICH IS YESOD. And therefore, HE 
DECLARED, "How shall I curse whom El has not cursed?" 
REFERRING TO MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED 'EL'. HE KNEW THAT 
as the head awakens, WHICH IS MALCHUT, so the lower also 
awakens, WHICH IS THE TAIL - NAMELY THE SPIRIT OF 
DEFILEMENT. AND BILAAM OBSERVED THE TAIL AND KNEW 
WHAT WAS IN THE HEAD.
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50. Rabbi Elazar wept. He opened the discussion and said: "Her 
sound is like that of a snake on the move..." (Yirmeyah 46:22). Now 
that Yisrael are in exile, most certainly MALCHUT goes on like a 
snake - BECAUSE THE WAY of a snake is that when it bows its head 
to the dust, it raises its tail. THE TAIL controls and hits those who 
are in its way. And now it is also that way; WHEN YISRAEL ARE in 
exile, MALCHUT BEHAVES LIKEWISE. In the same manner as OF 
THE SNAKE, the head is in the ground and the tail, NAMELY THE 
LOWEST LEVEL MENTIONED ABOVE, rules. Who caused the tail to 
rise above to guide and hit? That is the head, which is bowed 
downwards. Who drives the tail, and who propels the tail on its 
journeys? It is the same head. Although it is lowered to the dust, it 
still leads the movements OF THE TAIL. Therefore, SAYS THE 
SCRIPTURE, "Her sound is like that of a snake on the move..."
 

 

51. And now the other nations that hold to the tail OF MALCHUT, rise 
above and dictate and harm, and the head is bowed to the dust, as it 
was said, "is fallen; she shall no more rise" (Amos 5:2). Still, the 
head guides the tail and preserves it, as it says, "they made me the 
keeper of the vineyards" (Shir Hashirim 1:6). Which refers to the 
idolatrous nations, who are in the tail. Rabbi Yehuda then came 
close and kissed his hands and said: If I had not asked anything in 
this world except this question, and I gained this answer, it would 
have been sufficient. For now I understand THE ASPECT OF the 
idolatrous nations, and how their dictatorship is led. Praiseworthy is 
the lot of Yisrael, for about them it is written: "For Hashem has 
chosen Jacob to Himself, Yisrael for His peculiar 
possession" (Tehilim 135:4).
 

 

52. Rabbi Elazar asked him: What is the definition of, "peculiar 
possession," WHEN THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, "YISRAEL FOR HIS 
PECULIAR POSSESSION"? He said to him: The three patriarchs are 
alluded to, and they are called 'possession', both above, WHERE 
THEY ARE REFERRED TO AS CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET, and 
below, NAMELY ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB. And likewise are 
the priests, Levites and Yisrael, THAT ALSO CORRESPOND TO 
CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET, and everything is the same. And 
they are the possession of the Holy One, blessed be He, above, and 
the possession of the Holy One, blessed be He, below. And that is 
what is written: "then you shall be My own treasure (also: 
'possession') from among all peoples" (Shemot 19:5). THAT IS, 
BECAUSE THEY HAVE PRIESTS, LEVITES AND YISRAEL, WHO ARE 
CALLED 'POSSESSION'.
 

 

 
 
6. "His litter, that of Solomon," between north and south 
The rabbis return to their discussion of the standards of the tribes that traveled with the Tent of Meeting. We hear that holy Yisrael will not bless the 
universe except through the Shechinah. The question arises how Israel could have seen the Shechinah when his eyes were dim with age, and the 
answer is that he perceived Her fragrance. We learn that the Shechinah is in the west, and are told of the importance of direction in the union of the 
Shechinah with the body. We read of the ten Hallelujah's in the five psalms and how a person accepts the yoke of the heavenly kingdom in the 
morning when he recites praises to God. The summary of this section is that if one wishes to create a unification, to put the lights in order, one must 
take upon himself the yoke of the Holy Kingdom in order to elevate himself through the hallowed connection of the south, Chesed. One must 
encircle the four corners of the universe, Chesed Gvurah Tiferet and Malchut, until he joins them together into one knot. And in the south he should 
arrange a place and dwell there.
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53. "Then the Tent of Meeting shall set forward with the camp of the 
Levites..." (Bemidbar 2:17). After this, it is written, "On the west side 
shall be the standard of the camp of Ephraim by their hosts" (Ibid. 
18). That refers to the Shechinah that rests on the west, as it was 
explained THAT EPHRAIM TRAVELED ON THE WEST, THE SECRET 
OF MALCHUT, AND THEREFORE HE TRAVELED AFTER THE 
STANDARD OF REUBEN, WHO IS ON THE SOUTH, WHICH IS 
CHESED, AND SO ON. It is written: "And he blessed them that day, 
saying, 'By you shall Yisrael bless, saying...' and he set 
Ephraim..." (Beresheet 48:20). HE ASKS: "By you shall Yisrael 
bless," referring to Yisrael-Saba. HE QUESTIONS: What does this 
teach us?
 

 

54. AND HE REPLIES: 'By you shall Yisrael be blessed', is not what 
is actually written, nor is, 'By you will Yisrael be blessed'. What then 
is the meaning of, "By you shall Yisrael bless," WHICH REFERS TO 
OTHERS GETTING BLESSED? THE EXPLANATION is that holy 
Yisrael, MEANING ZEIR ANPIN, will not bless the world, except 
through you, EPHRAIM, who resides in the west, MEANING THE 
SHECHINAH. And it is written: "I am El Shadai: be fruitful and 
multiply" (Beresheet 35:11). WE THEREFORE SEE THAT THE 
BLESSING RESTS WITH THE SHECHINAH THAT IS CALLED 'EL 
SHADAI'. We learn that he saw the Shechinah with him, and then he 
declared, "By you shall Yisrael bless, saying," MEANING by THE 
SHECHINAH shall he bless the world.
 

 

55. HE QUESTIONS: How could he see THE SHECHINAH, since it is 
also written: "Now the eyes of Israel were dim from old 
age..." (Beresheet 48:10), WHICH ALSO ALLUDES TO THE 
SPIRITUAL EYES. AND HE REPLIES: However, it is written, 
"changing his hands" (Ibid. 14). Why the crossing? AND HE 
ANSWERS: The right hand was raised CORRESPONDING TO 
EPHRAIM, and the Shechinah turned in the direction of Ephraim, and 
ISRAEL had smelled the fragrance of the Shechinah over his head. 
He then said, "By you shall Yisrael bless," and saw Her in the west - 
MEANING THAT HE DID NOT SEE WITH HIS EYES, BUT PERCEIVED 
IT BY THE SENSE OF SMELL, WHICH MEANS FROM BELOW 
UPWARD.
 

 

56. Certainly, the Shechinah is in the west, and we explained that 
this is in order that she should be between the north and south, 
BECAUSE THE WEST IS SITUATED BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH. 
And so She will unite with the body, THE SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN, 
CALLED 'BODY' - WHICH MEANS THE SEVEN LOWER SFIROT - and 
be WITH IT in one union. And the north, WHICH IS THE LEFT 
COLUMN OF ZEIR ANPIN, receives Her under its head, and the 
south, WHICH IS THE RIGHT OF ZEIR ANPIN, embraces Her. That is 
what is written, "His left hand is under my head" (Shir Hashirim 2:6), 
SINCE FROM THE LEFT, THE SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION OF 
CHOCHMAH, SHE RECEIVES THE FIRST THREE SFIROT, ALSO 
CALLED 'HEAD'. "...and His right hand embraces me..." (Ibid.) AND 
FROM THE RIGHT, THE SECRET OF CHASSADIM, SHE RECEIVES 
THE ILLUMINATION OF THE SEVEN LOWER SFIROT, THAT ARE 
REFERRED TO AS 'BODY'. And we explained, certainly Solomon's 
bed, WHICH IS THE MYSTICAL REFERENCE TO MALCHUT, CALLED 
'BED', is situated between north and south, THAT ARE CHESED AND 
GVURAH, in order that it should adhere to the body THAT IS 
TIFERET. Then they are one wholeness by which the universe is 
blessed. We learned that whoever recites "A praise of 
David" (Tehilim 145) three times daily is assured to be worthy of the 
World to Come. And we concluded THAT ITS MEANING IS that he 
unites this praise, WHICH REFERS TO MALCHUT, to be WITH ZEIR 
ANPIN, every day between the north and south.
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57. A person comes in the morning and accepts upon himself the 
yoke of the heavenly kingdom with these praises that he recites, 
referring to, "A praise of David," and the rest of the Haleluyah's 
which are the order of the ten praises of the ten holy Sfirot of the 
Holy Name. Therefore, there are ten Haleluyah's, concluding with ten 
praises, that are, "Haleluyah, Praise El in His Sanctuary: praise 
Him..." (Tehilim 150:1). HE QUERIES: Where do we find ten 
Haleluyah's? There are only five, SINCE THERE ARE ONLY FIVE 
PSALMS THAT BEGIN WITH HALELUYAH. AND HE RESPONDS: It is 
because each psalm begins with Haleluyah and concludes with 
Haleluyah, FOR A TOTAL OF TEN.
 

 

58. Afterwards he established the sequence of praise of the Song of 
the Sea (Shemot 15) that includes everything. And with this he 
accepts upon himself the yoke of the holy Kingdom. He then causes 
Chesed to rest it in the conclusion of the prayers, which makes it 
hallowed, SINCE THE MORNING PRAYER CORRESPONDS TO 
ABRAHAM, WHO IS CHESED AND THE RIGHT COLUMN. Afterwards, 
in the afternoon prayer, Gvurah is impending and Judgment is 
prevalent, WHICH CORRESPONDS TO ISAAC, WHO IS GVURAH AND 
THE LEFT COLUMN. We find that this bed, WHICH REFERS TO 
MALCHUT, is placed daily between north and south, BETWEEN THE 
MORNING PRAYER, THE SECRET OF THE SOUTH, AND THE 
AFTERNOON PRAYER, THE SECRET OF THE NORTH, so that it will 
properly join in unity with the body, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN. And whoever daily arranges and joins 
MALCHUT in this manner is most assuredly worthy of the World to 
Come. THIS MEANS THAT ABOUT THIS IT WAS SAID THAT 
WHOEVER DAILY RECITES, "A PRAISE OF DAVID," is assured to be 
of the World to Come.
 

 

59. Consequently, the standard of Ephraim is to the west, which is 
between north and south. South is Reuben. He is from one side, as it 
is written: "On the south side shall be the standard of the camp of 
Reuben" (Bemidbar 2:10). Dan was from the opposite side to the 
north, as is written: "The standard of the camp of Dan shall be on the 
north side" (Ibid. 25). Ephraim was situated between this one and 
that one, SINCE REUBEN, WHO IS SOUTH, IS BEFORE DAN, WHO IS 
NORTH, BEHIND HIM. Therefore, the west, which is Ephraim, is 
situated between north and south, all reflecting MALCHUT above.
 

 

60. This secret is of our brothers, the southern inhabitants. And so 
our brothers' message was to us, those who put the lights in order, 
in the mystical connections, MEANING THE UNIFICATIONS. You who 
wish to create a unification in the sequence of the supreme 
connection. Firstly, undertake upon yourselves daily the yoke of the 
holy Kingdom, and by doing so, you will elevate yourselves WITH 
HER through the hallowed connection of the south, MEANING 
CHESED. And encircle the FOUR directions of the world, CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT, until you join them together into 
one knot. And in the south you should arrange a place and dwell 
there, SIMILAR TO THE ENCIRCLING OF THE ALTAR, AS 
EXPLAINED BEFORE.
  

 
 
7. The sign of unification 
Rabbi Shimon repeats to his son the importance and the mystical meaning of the direction for encircling the altar. Only when this is properly done 
can a person create the perfect unification.
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61. Rabbi Elazar asked his father Rabbi Shimon: Where do we find 
this sign of unification, SO THAT WE DO NOT ERR? He told him: My 
son, although we explained this in many facets and THESE WORDS 
were scattered here and there, keep this sign in your hand. This is 
similar to the encircling of the altar, which we have previously 
learned. One should approach the south-east corner, north-east, 
north-west, and south-west, AS WE DESCRIBED BEFORE. So he 
asked him: It is inconceivable TO DO ANYTHING until a person 
accepts upon himself the yoke of the Holy Kingdom first and carries 
that yoke, yet you said he should first come to the south, WHICH IS 
CHESED.
 

 

62. He told him: I have already told you everything. I said first that 
one approaches the corner. And you know the hidden meaning of 
corner - THAT IS, MALCHUT, which is the yoke of holy Malchut. 
Following that is south-east; ONE SHOULD CONNECT THE SOUTH, 
CHESED, TO THE EAST, WHICH IS TIFERET, THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN, because there, IN THE EAST, is the Tree of Life, WHICH IS 
TIFERET. This is in order to bring together THE SOUTH with the east, 
who is supernal Aba, MEANING CHOCHMAH, ALSO CALLED 
'SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA', because the son, WHICH IS TIFERET, 
comes from the father's side - BECAUSE THE ROOT OF TIFERET IS 
IN THE CONCEALED DA'AT OF SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA. Hence, 
ONE UNITES from south to the east, for the fortitude of the south is 
in the east, NAMELY IN THE CONCEALED DA'AT OF SUPERNAL 
ABA AND IMA, WHICH IS THE BEGINNING OF THE EAST. And 
therefore it is imperative that south and east should be bound 
together.
 

 

63. And east connects to the north, WHICH IS IN IMA, REFERRING 
TO BINAH, ALSO CALLED 'YISRAEL-SABA AND TEVUNAH', FROM 
WHICH THE NORTH IS DRAWN FORTH - THAT IS, THE LEFT 
COLUMN, since it, MEANING BINAH, completes and fills the rivers 
and springs OF THE EAST, WHICH IS THE REVEALED DA'AT AND 
TIFERET. And therefore, IT IS IMPERATIVE TO UNITE north-east, 
MEANING TO CONNECT THE EAST WITH BINAH. However, these 
EAST AND NORTH are Aba and Ima that never separate, BECAUSE 
EAST IS DA'AT OF SUPERNAL ABA, THAT IS, THE SECRET OF 
SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA. DA'AT OF SUPERNAL ABA CLEAVES TO 
DA'AT OF SUPERNAL IMA, AND THE LEFT COLUMN THAT IS 
REVEALED IN HER THAT IS CALLED 'NORTH', as we already 
explained. And the reason she, THE SUPERNAL IMA, is called 
northern (Heb. tzefonit), is because it is the supernal hidden one 
(Heb. tzefunah), and from her end the north emanates, WHICH IS 
THE LEFT COLUMN. THIS IS BECAUSE FROM ABA'S END, THE 
NORTH IS HIDDEN AND CONCEALED. The Judgments arise from her 
side, although she is merciful and happy. And we already explained 
it. When she, IMA, emerges, the north emanates from her; IT IS 
FROM HER THAT THE NORTH REVEALS ITSELF, because he, ABA, 
was included in and connected to the south, AND THE NORTH IS 
HIDDEN IN IT.
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64. Following that, HE WILL COME TO THE north-western CORNER. 
From Aba's side the son emerges, WHICH IS TIFERET, EAST. And 
from Ima's side, WHICH IS NORTH, the daughter emerges, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, WEST. And because of that it is north-western; FROM 
NORTH WHICH IS IMA, TO WEST, WHICH IS MALCHUT. And that is 
the first corner, SINCE CORNER IS THE MEANING OF MALCHUT 
THAT ONE MUST ACCEPT UPON HIMSELF FIRST OF ALL. And now 
it is simply referred to as north, MEANING IN IMA AND LEFT 
COLUMN. Then one must connect it to the south, WHICH IS CHESED 
AND THE RIGHT COLUMN, where everything is connected, where 
the body, THAT IS, ZEIR ANPIN, is situated. SINCE ZEIR ANPIN 
EMANATES FROM ABA, AS MENTIONED ABOVE, HE IS 
THEREFORE CONTAINED COMPLETELY IN THE SOUTH, LIKE ABA, 
AND THE NORTH IS CONCEALED IN HIM. It is therefore south-
western.
 

 

65. And we find this corner, WHICH ALLUDES TO MALCHUT, three 
times. One is that a person must first accept upon himself. And the 
following is to connect MALCHUT with both arms, THAT ARE SOUTH 
AND NORTH, RIGHT AND LEFT, so as to join in the body, WHICH IS 
TIFERET, THE CENTRAL COLUMN, so that all should be united in 
one. And that is the order of the perfect unification, TO UNITE every 
aspect with the appropriate bond. And one must not substitute one 
side with another side that is not appropriate for it, so as not to be 
punished. Whoever operates this unification properly as I described, 
happy is his share in this world and the World to Come, since he 
knows how to prepare the sequence of praise for his Master and the 
unification of his Master. And furthermore, the Holy One, blessed be 
He, takes praise in him. About him the verse is written, "and said to 
me, 'You are My servant, Yisrael, in whom I will be 
glorified'" (Yeshayah 49:3).
 

 

 
 
8. The meditation of prayer 
Rabbi Shimon reiterates much of the information in previous sections to do with the consignment of the soul at night and the requirement to give 
praise to God in the morning. He speaks about entering the synagogue and donning the Tefilin and the Tzitzit and giving offerings and saying the 
prescribed prayers in the proper order. But he adds that although the prayers depend on speech, everything is primarily dependent first upon 
action. He says that a person must not say a prayer until he first observes the act of conforming to the prayer. If his physical act of cleansing 
himself or donning the Tefilin, for example, is flawed, the prayer will also be flawed and so will the person become flawed below and above. If he 
does make his prayers correctly then the upper and lower grades are blessed through him. At the end of the prayers he should imagine himself as if 
he were dying since he gave his soul as a pledge. Rabbi Shimon says that there are some sins that do not get atoned for until a person dies. He tells 
us about the importance of doing the ceremony of prayer with a full attention of the heart and how one must not approach God with any false 
intention.

66. Rabbi Shimon began the discussion with, "Of David. 'To You, 
Hashem, do I lift up my soul. O my Elohim, I trust in You...'" (Tehilim 
25:1-2). AND HE ASKS: Why did David see fit to prepare this praise 
so, since all praises that are in alphabetical order are complete, 
while this one is missing the Vav? And why is this arranged for the 
prostration upon the face?
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67. HE ANSWERS: It is because it is a supreme mystery concealed 
among the friends. During the time night falls, the lower tree on 
which death depends, WHICH IS MALCHUT FROM THE JUDGMENT 
ASPECT, spreads its branches and covers everything. Therefore, it 
becomes dark, and all the inhabitants of the world a taste of death. 
And man hastens to give the deposit of his soul, and deposit it as a 
pledge in its hand FOR THE NIGHT TIME, SO IT WOULD BE 
RETURNED AT DAY BREAK. And since IT took the soul as a deposit, 
the deposit returns to its owner when morning comes. When 
morning arrives and the pledge is returned to him, he is required to 
bless the Holy One, blessed be He, who is the highest trustee.
 

 

68. After waking FROM HIS SLEEP, he enters the synagogue, 
decorates himself with his Tefilin, covers himself with Tzitzit, enters, 
and cleanses himself, first with the offerings. After that, he accepts 
upon himself the yoke of Malchut in the order of David's praises, 
which are the arranging of the yoke of the Kingdom. And in this 
order of praises he steeps himself in that yoke. Following that is the 
order of prayer while seated, WHICH IS PARALLEL TO MALCHUT, 
and the order of prayer while standing, WHICH IS PARALLEL TO 
ZEIR ANPIN, to connect them, ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, together.
 

 

69. Come and behold the mystery of it. Although the prayer depends 
on speech and the utterance of the mouth, everything is mostly and 
first dependent upon action, and afterwards upon speech and 
uttering with the mouth. And what is the deed? It is only the action 
that a person performs first that resembles prayer. And a person 
must not say a prayer until he first displays an act of that resembles 
prayer.
 

 

70. The first activity is when a person gets up FROM HIS SLEEP. He 
must cleanse himself first, MEANING RELIEVE HIMSELF. Following 
that, he must accept the yoke upon himself, to cover his head with 
the passages of the commandments. Afterwards, he shall tie the 
knot of unification - these are the Tefilin, one on the head and ONE 
TEFILIN on the hand - and fix them into a knot on the left hand and 
on the heart, as we explained concerning, "His left hand is under my 
head" (Shir Hashirim 2:6), and: "Set Me as a seal upon your heart, as 
a seal upon your arm" (Shir Hashirim 8:6), A REFERENCE TO THE 
HAND TEFILIN, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, THAT IS PUT 
ON THE ARM AGAINST THE HEART. And we already explained that 
this is the action THAT ONE MUST PERFORM at first.
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71. Following this, when a person enters the synagogue, he should 
first purify himself with offerings, by means of speech - THAT IS, BY 
RECITING THE PASSAGES OF THE OFFERINGS. Then, one should 
accept the yoke of Malchut to spread over his head with the praises 
of King David, with the same action as of one who spreads on his 
head the passages of the commandments, WHICH CORRESPONDS 
TO THE ACTION OF WEARING THE TZITZIT. Following this is the 
seated prayer, which corresponds to THE TYING ON OF the hand 
Tefilin, DENOTING MALCHUT. Then is the standing prayer, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN, which parallels THE DONNING OF the 
head Tefilin. And one corresponds to the other; the deed MUST 
CONFORM to speech, since certainly prayer depends on both 
speech and the deed.
 

 

72. If his deed is flawed, SPEECH does not find a place upon which 
to dwell, and this is not considered a prayer. And that person 
becomes flawed above and below, since it is necessary to 
demonstrate a deed and say the proper speech about it, and then it 
is considered a perfect prayer. Woe unto the person who flaws his 
prayer, the service of his Master! About him it is written: "When you 
come to appear before Me...even when you make many prayers, I will 
not hear" (Yeshayah 1:12-15), because this depends upon both deed 
and speech.
 

 

73. Come and behold: if a person makes his prayer in this manner, 
with deeds and speech consistent, and ties the knot of unification, 
the result is that upper and lower beings are blessed through him. 
Then, after he concludes his Amidah prayer, the person must exhibit 
himself as if he departed from this world. This is because he took 
leave from the Tree of Life, THAT IS, ZEIR ANPIN, THE SECRET OF 
AMIDAH PRAYER, and gathered his feet to that Tree of Death, that 
returned his pledge, GIVING HIM BACK HIS SOUL IN THE MORNING, 
as it says, "he gathered up his feet into the bed" (Beresheet 49:33). 
Since he has already confessed his sins and prayed for forgiveness, 
now he must necessarily be gathered to that Tree of Death and fall 
ON HIS FACE, and say to Him, "To You, O Hashem, do I lift up my 
soul" (Tehilim 25:1). In the beginning WHEN I WENT TO SLEEP, I 
gave You MY SOUL in pledge. Now that I have tied the unification, 
fulfilled my deed and speech properly, and confessed my sins, 
certainly I entrust You with my soul - MEANING THAT HE ACCEPTS 
UPON HIMSELF TO SACRIFICE HIS LIFE (SOUL).
 

 

74. And a person should imagine himself as if he departed from this 
world, since he gave his soul to that place of death. That is the 
reason there is no Vav IN THE ALPHABETICAL ORDER OF THE 
PRAYER BEGINNING WITH THE VERSE, "TO YOU, O HASHEM, DO I 
LIFT UP MY SOUL." For Vav is the Tree of Life, MEANING ZEIR 
ANPIN, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF VAV OF YUD HEI VAV HEI. And 
the one, THAT HE ENTRUSTED WITH HIS SOUL, is the Tree of Death, 
MEANING MALCHUT. And that teaches us that the mystery of it is 
that there are sins that are not atoned for until a person departs from 
this world. That is what is written: "surely this iniquity shall not be 
forgiven you till you die" (Yeshayah 22:14). AND THEREFORE, this 
person most certainly gives himself to death and sacrifices his soul 
to this place, TO MALCHUT, not for a pledge as that at night, but 
rather as one departs the world, most certainly.
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75. And this correction must be with the meditation of the heart, and 
then the Holy One, blessed be He, has mercy on him and forgives his 
sins. Happy is the person who knows to entice and serve his Master 
willingly and with his heart's devotion. Woe unto him who comes to 
tempt his Creator with a distant heart, unwillingly. It says, 
"Nevertheless they did flatter Him with their mouths, and they lied to 
Him with their tongues. For their heart was not steadfast with 
Him" (Tehilim 78:36-37). He says, "to You, O Hashem, do I lift up my 
soul," yet all his talk is with a distant heart. And this causes him to 
depart from the world before his time, during a period when this tree 
is awakened in this world to exact punishment.
 

 

76. And therefore, a person must devote his soul and will to his 
Master, and not approach Him with a false intention, because, "he 
that tells lies shall not remain in My sight" (Tehilim 101:7). What is 
the meaning of "remain"? AND HE REPLIES: It is when one readies 
himself for that, FOR THE DEVOTION OF HIS SOUL, WHEN HE 
FALLS ON HIS FACE, and his heart is far from the Holy One, blessed 
be He. A voice calls out, '"he...shall not remain in My sight." This 
person wants to make amends for himself, but "he shall not remain," 
I do not wish to have him corrected'. Most certainly, this is so if he 
comes to unify the Holy Name, but does not bring about unison 
properly.
 

 

77. Praiseworthy is the portion of the righteous in this world and the 
World to Come. About them it is written, "and they shall come, and 
see My Glory..." (Yeshayah 66:18), and: "surely the righteous shall 
give thanks to Your Name..." (Tehilim 140:14). Rabbi Elazar 
approached and kissed his hands. He told him: If I had come to this 
world only to listen to these words, it would have been enough. 
Rabbi Yehuda said: Happy is our lot and happy is the lot of Yisrael, 
who cling to the Holy One, blessed be He, as it says, "But you that 
did cleave..." (Devarim 4:4), and, "Your people also shall be all 
righteous" (Yeshayah 60:21). Blessed be Hashem for evermore. 
Amen, and Amen. May Hashem reign for evermore. Amen, and Amen.
 

 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/36%20-%20Bamidbar.htm (19 of 19)2004/07/07 22:51:32


	Local Disk
	1


